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GREEN NEWS
The latest news and events from Zero Carbon Shropshire

There is loads to read about in this issue and lots of links to
supporting information and event sign-ups.
There’s an article about Shrewsbury Green Doors, which is a great
event where you get to visit other people’s houses and find out how
they are doing sustainability-wise. Other articles are on climate
education in schools with links to resources, one of the UK’s first
climate emergency centres being set up in Wellington, a report on how
the Shropshire Love Nature Festival went and another about the
hugely successful Shropshire Good Food Partnership which is going
from strength to strength and holding a summit next month.
We also have the usual What’s On guide and this month's inspiring
Zero Hero, Jenny Rouquette, from the Food Partnership. In fact this
newsletter is virtually turning into a full-blown magazine!
Anyway - settle back with a cuppa and have yourself an inspiring
read...

Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome - please email
admin@zerocarbonshropshire.org

ZCS and Sustainability West Midlands
Zero Carbon Shropshire has recently joined Sustainability West
Midlands (SWM). SWM is encouraging businesses in the region to
commit to net zero, citing the following considerations:
Green Doors this year is hugely ambitious. It’s covering several counties,
Shropshire on Saturday 8th October, Powys on Saturday 15th, and
Herefordshire throughout October. It will see some 50 properties opening
their doors; a few of them are gorgeous new builds, but many are homes just
like yours, but with some clever green technology, draught proofing, and lots
and lots of insulation.
So what is Green Doors? It’s the perfect opportunity to learn more about
energy efficiency for the home, and the latest green technology, from
homeowners who’ve taken the plunge and are reaping the benefits, in the
form of lower energy bills, healthier more comfortable homes, and a lower
carbon footprint. They’ll be opening their doors for you to visit, have a look
around and ask any questions you have. So if you’ve wondered what an air
source heat pump actually looks like, or how to fit insulation to the external
walls of your house, now’s your chance to find out.
All of the details can be found on https://www.greenopenhomes.net/ where
you can search for homes you’d be interested to visit by technology and by
area.
This year Green Doors is part of a wider project called Future Ready Homes,
run by Marches Energy Agency in partnership with local green groups
including ZCS, and Severn Wye Energy Agency. It’s all about energy efficiency
and renewables in the home – so crucial as we work towards Net Zero.
You can find out more here https://mea.org.uk/our-work/future-ready-homes/

Business to Business supply chains: Net zero is becoming a
requirement for many suppliers. For example, one local business
was informed that they would be removed from their customer's
supply chain if they didn’t have a carbon reduction plan in place by
the end of 2022.
Consumer demands: 73% of global consumers stated that they
would definitely or probably change their consumption habits to
reduce their environmental impact.
Procurement policies: The Government procurement policy for
contracts valued at £5 million per annum now requires a Net Zero
carbon reduction plan.
Given the difficult economic situation, businesses want to know what
the benefits of taking action are, and SWM highlights the following:
Reducing carbon can significantly reduce costs. For example, one
business in the regions saved £100,000 per annum from a switch off
policy.
Building resilience to climate change is an investment in business
continuity
Taking action, and making a pledge to net zero, showcases the
commitment your business has to net zero.
Like ZCS, SWM is encouraging businesses to make a pledge to achieve
net zero, and will be launching a toolkit tailored to businesses based in
the West Midlands later this year. You can sign the SWM pledge at:
https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/environment-and-energy/westmidlands-net-zero-business-pledge/
You can also sign up for a free on-line event on 30th September at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-midlands-net-zero-businesspledge-phase-two-tickets-407436953897 or contact Nathaniel Weaver
for more information on SWM at: nathaniel.weaver@swm.org.uk

Climate Education in Schools
Back to school’ this month comes with heavy challenges in education,
with heating and wage costs soaring. It’s understandable that hardpressed school leaders may have pushed climate education to a back
burner. But the urgency of limiting climate change and protecting the
future of all children and young people should push it to the top of the
agenda.
Concerned young people have been inspiring spurs for climate action,
insisting that delay must end now. But it’s up to adults – parents and
educators as well as policy makers – to step up to do what is required.
We are not only responsible for the planetary legacy we leave today’s
young, but also for preparing them as the citizens of the future to take
responsibility for decisions and make the changes needed in years to
come.
A recent official survey found that 23% of 16-24-year-olds were not
worried about climate change, and two-thirds of those said the reason
was they didn’t know much about it.
Young people themselves are pushing for schools to put climate change
at the heart of education. Teach the Future is a youth-led campaign with
three key demands:
that students and pupils are taught about the climate emergency
and ecological crisis
that vocational courses help develop the workforce needed to
achieve our carbon-zero ambitions
and that our education buildings are retrofitted to achieve zero
carbon for energy.
Teach the Future has just launched a tracked-changes report building
climate education across the English curriculum for Key Stages 3 and 4.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUrqVQO5HLQ)
The government’s Sustainability and Climate Change strategy for
schools is a step in the right direction but it is only advisory, and
schools may benefit from urging and support to implement its
recommendations.
For teachers, parents and grandparents, some good material is
available. The Great Big Green Week has gathered resources for
children from age 5 onward, available here. For primary age children,
The Tantrum That Saved the World is a beautiful children's book by a
children’s author and a climate scientist. It is a powerful story of active
hope, with an appendix explaining important concepts.

Climate Action Hub Telford is one
of the UK’s first Climate
Emergency Centres, with the aim
of supporting our local
community to respond to, and
tackle, the growing climate
emergency.
Our purpose is to develop an
environmentally focused
community space, where people
can meet, share resources and
learn. We are currently
looking to secure a base in Wellington, where we will house a collection of
tools and equipment that can be borrowed (a ‘Library of Things’); there will
be space for recycling, repairing and reviving activities of all kinds; space for
talks, workshops and meetings; perhaps an arts and crafts and exhibition
space too.
In the lead up to acquiring our space, and to get the ball rolling, we have
been holding regular swaps, give aways and children’s activities in many
different local venues, and some further afield such as taking part in the
Craven Arms Next Generation Fair & Sustainable Living Expo back in May, and
the Ludlow Green Festival in July.
One recent success was the Bowring Green Day event in August. We had 120
visitors to our stalls, which focused on children’s activities, being the school
holidays. Appreciative parents and carers watched as children made bird
feeders from plastic bottles, planted seeds in old egg boxes and toilet roll
tubes, printed animal and insect designs onto T-shirts and fabric, made
‘fortune tellers’
with a green twist and chilled out
in our reading corner. We also
had a large box of school uniform
items which parents were able to
take or swap, promoting re-use
of clothing rather than buying new.
The impact of climate change on
our everyday lives is becoming
more and more apparent and we
are hopeful that our efforts will
support people in living more
sustainably.

The Shropshire Good Food Partnership is celebrating its first year of working
across the county to build our vision of regenerative food, farming and land-use
systems.
The Partnership brings together anyone with an interest in more sustainable
and resilient food systems: councils, food businesses, farmers and growers,
community and charity organisations, academic institutions, and researchers.
Signing the Good Food Charter (like ZCS has!) is our member’s pledge to take
action across the food system, building our collective momentum and driving
change.
It has been a big year for the SGFP. We launched six working groups, each led by
a specialist in their area, to focus on priorities across Shropshire: Healthy Food
for All, Nature Connection, Grow Local,
Wise Land Stewardship, Waste
Reduction, Sustainable Food Economy
– all of these areas contribute to
carbon reduction. In June the SGFP
became one of the newest members of
the UK’s Sustainable Food Places
Network. In addition to funds from
Shropshire Council and SFP, we have
received a grant of over £96,000 from
The CO-OP Trust Foundation’s Carbon
Innovation Fund.
To celebrate our first year, we’re
hosting The Shropshire Good Food
Summit on October 15th, from 10am 4pm at the University Centre
Shrewsbury. This event brings together
Shropshire Good Food Members, Food Champions from across the county,
Farmers, Growers, Councillors, food businesses and anyone interested in the
building momentum for Shropshire's Good Food Revolution.
The exceptional Emily O'Brien is our Keynote Speaker. She will speak about the
National context of food system challenges. Emily leads on Partnerships and
Development for the Sustainable Food Places Network UK, as well as Deputy
Chair of LGA People & Places Board and Convenor of Green Party Food &
Agriculture Policy Working Group.
Additional speakers include:
Dr. Emily Fay, who works within Shropshire Council leading the Shaping Places
for Healthier Lives initiative, focusing on Food Insecurity, Health, Wellbeing and

Prevention. She will be addressing the Cost of Living Crisis and the impacts on
both household food security and the food safety net provided by charitable
organisations
John Ward of Pengwern Associates: A consultancy focused on the economics
of climate change, the environment & international development. John will be
presenting the business case for a Shropshire Good Food Strategy.
Our member's 'Food for Thought' session is about knowledge sharing and
storytelling with Local Food System Champions who we see as leading the way
in different aspects of food and farming in Shropshire.
Our afternoon is focused on the 'HOW'. Three sessions will guide participants
in discussions on the big issues of our day:
The Cold Winter: Working together
to respond to the Cost of Living
Crisis
A bioregional approach for a climatefriendly food system
Us and Them: Councils and Civil
Society Groups in partnership for
local food transformation
These collaborative sessions will focus
on re-framing issues for a bespoke
approach to our region and will form the
basis of as a series of recommendations
for Shropshire Council along with
Telford and Wrekin Council. This
participatory process will also be an
essential part of a Big Lottery funding
bid being sought by the SGFP to support more community initiatives across
Shropshire.
Tickets are by donation, which will cover the cost of lunch provided by
Community Kitchen and food rescue organisation OsNosh. Register
through Eventbrite.
To find out more and get involved, visit www.shropshiregoodfood.org and
sign up to the Good Food Charter.
Author Contact: Daphne Du Cros, Coordinator and Director, Shropshire
Good Food Partnership. Please get in touch by emailing
Hello@shropshiregoodfood.org and follow us on social media
@shropshiregoodfood

Upcoming Events
launches newsletter for businesses....
We now have almost 100 businesses working as a
collective to achieve sustainability goals as part of
Cool Shropshire & Telford.
To support the community, we are launching a
newsletter that will contain case studies, ‘Three
small things’ that can be done easily by any business
to reduce energy use and other environmental
impacts, plus expert environmental guidance from
E4environment Ltd.
SIGN UP HERE

Sat, 24 September 2022 9am – 5pm
Ginger and Spice Festival, Cheshire Street,
Market Drayton The Market Drayton Climate
Action group will be at this year's Ginger and
Spice festival in Market Drayton.
Sun, 25 September 2022 10am - 3pm
Shropshire Goes Green Festival, Shrewsbury
Town Football Club
An event show-casing many aspects of sustainable
living, including renewable energy, electric
transport, equipping buildings for the future, how
to protect biodiversity, all centred on Shropshire.
Thurs, 29 September 2022
Food Loss and Waste Awareness Day
This awareness day encourages people to think
about and take action to address the loss and
waste of food. For more info see: Food Waste
1 - 31 October 2022 Unblocktober
This is the start of a month-long focus on
changing our habits to protect our rivers and
oceans from sewage and waste. For more
information see: Unblocktober
Sat, 1 October 2022 World Vegetarian Day
This date marks the start of a month of activities
to celebrate and increase awareness of
vegetarianism. For more details see: Vegetarian
Day
1 - 7 October 2022
Bayston Hill Great Big Green Week, Shrewsbury
This eco-event at the Oakmeadow primary school
will kick off a week of environmental activities in
Bayston Hill. ZCS will be there, as will many other
environmental organisations promoting
sustainable living. Please join us for what promises
to be a fun-filled day.

Sat, 8 October 2022, 10am – 4pm
Shropshire Green Doors Event
Homeowners across Shropshire will be opening
their homes to demonstrate the steps they have
taken to reduce their carbon impact. Look out
for further details at: Green Doors
Sat, 8 October 2022 10am - 12.15pm
Church Stretton Repair Cafe
Come along to Stretton Climate Care's repair
cafe, 2nd Sat of every month at the Scout Hut,
Church Street.
15 October 2022 10am - 2pm
Shrewsbury Repair Cafe, URC, nr English Bridge
Got something that's broken? Maybe it can be
mended. Bring it along and see if it can be given a
new lease of life by our resident experts.
Sat, 15 October, 9:30am – 4:00pm
Shropshire Good Food Summit
University Centre, Shrewsbury
This event brings together Shropshire Good
Food Members, Food Champions from across the
county, Farmers, Growers, Councillors, food
businesses and anyone interested in the
building momentum for Shropshire's Good Food
Revolution.
Sun, 16 Oct 2022 World Food Day
We need a sustainable world, where everyone
has access to safe, nutritious food. For more
info see: Food
Sat, 29 October, 10am – 12pm
Ludlow Repair Cafe
Ludlow holds a repair cafe on a quarterly basis,
on the last Saturday of Jan, Apr, Jul, and Oct. It
meets in two different venues. For the latest
details see: Ludlow Repair Cafe
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Shropshire festival brings the county
together to connect with nature
The Shropshire Love Nature Festival brought organisations and
individuals from all over the county together in four weeks packed full of
events and activities.
From July 23 to August 21 up to 20 organisations took part in the countywide celebration of Shropshire’s rich natural heritage helping Shropshire
people discover ways to make changes in their lives to support positive
change in the natural environment.
Festival chair Liz Knowles said that it had been inspirational to see so
many organisations and individuals coming together with a common
theme.
“We hope that we achieved our aims of showing Shropshire people how
to appreciate the value and beauty of nature and the urgent need to
protect and restore our natural environment.
“We hope that the festival has sown the seeds of interest and will
produce a legacy of people who want to find out more about how to
protect our natural world,” she said.
A total of 70 events were run across the four weeks in a collaboration
between organisations and individuals from all over the county.
They included opportunities to learn about and connect with nature, the
chance to gain new skills working in nature and to take action to help
protect the natural environment.
The festival was supported by Zero Carbon Shropshire, Shropshire
Wildlife Trust, Shropshire Good Food Partnership and the Lottery
Heritage Fund.
The festival featured events for all ages and interests. Children’s
activities included a Yummy Grubs session at Fordhall Organic Farm, a
children’s nature festival hosted by Wellington Town Council, a Wild Child
Fiesta at Llanymynech, a parent and child wellbeing retreat day, a
Shropshire Young Ramblers litter pick and the Great Paper Caper at the
Mother Shippon Studio near Ellesmere.

Adults wanting to get hands-on through the festival were able to take part in
Street Allotment Sundays, community gardening at OsNosh in Oswestry, a
Love Your Burial Ground Day at Bishops Castle, a wellbeing retreat, small
mammal identification at Lightmoor and a bats and moths session on the
Stiperstones plus many other walks and activities.
And for those who preferred to sit back and gather information there were a
whole range of talks and events including a Bird Glorious Birds session in
Shrewsbury, a harvest mice webinar, wildlife garden and farm open days, a
weekly Grow Your Own Roadshow, a Dem Bones! Session at The Cut Visitor
Centre in Shrewsbury, a wild foraged honey talk, a session on forest garden
design and a nature and art session in the Reabook Local Nature Reserve in
Shrewsbury.
Those involved in the festival included the Tom Adams fruit tree nursery at
Weston Rhyn, near Oswestry, Elen Sentier, rewilding gardener at Church
Stretton, the Street Allotment project in Shrewsbury, Shropshire Wildlife
Trust, the Grow Your Own Roadshow run by Oswestry Climate Emergency
Centre group and Great Woollaston Farm between Welshpool and
Shrewsbury.
It also included events with Babbinswood Farm near Oswestry, the Opening
the Ark project in Bishops Castle, Fordhall Organic Farm near Market
Drayton, the Oteley Estate, Ellesmere, OsNosh Community Interest Company
in Oswestry, the Mother Shippon Studio near Ellesmere, Shropshire Young
Ramblers, Pollardine Farm near Pontesbury, the Stiperstones Nature
Reserve, the Marches Meadow Group, Wellington Town Council, wildlife
photographer Terry Moore and the Broadmeadow Holistic Centre,
Leebotwood.
Shropshire Love Nature Festival project co-ordinator Paul Newman said that
the four weeks of the festival had had something for everyone.
“It was a fantastic four weeks of diverse and fascinating events. We hope
that people across Shropshire enjoyed coming together in supporting the
festival events, and finding out how they could play a role in celebrating and
appreciating Shropshire’s natural environment,” he said.
Further information on the festival is available at
https://www.shropshirelovenaturefestival.org/ or by emailing
shropshirelovenature@gmail.com. Information on Zero Carbon Shropshire is
available at https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/

Meet our September
Zero Hero

waste, currently making everything I can
think of with lots of apples and give them
away to everyone I can find to take them.
I walk and cycle lots and go by train
whenever I can for longer trips. I am

Our Zero Hero this month is Jenny
Rouquette, founder of the
Shropshire Good Food Partnership

careful of energy use in the home as I’m
sure everyone reading this is!
Have you noticed changes in the natural
world since you were younger?

Why did you get involved with Zero
Carbon Shropshire?
I believe it is important to be involved in
local action that is taking positive steps
towards responding to the challenge of
climate change. It's essential that we get
involved in making changes, right now,
right here. ZCS has championed a
network approach to work together,
across so many different sectors,
connecting up all the people and
projects that are already doing great
things, finding ways to support them to
scale and help more people to get
involved.
What have you done since joining?
I have been co-chair of the Land and
Biodiversity Group. We are figuring out
how we can add value to what is going
on and get coordinated action, from tree
planting to climate-smart farming, from
opportunities for people to connect to
nature to the technicalities of measuring
carbon storage and fluxes in different
habitats.

Yes. I think the loss of insect life is the
most stark. There aren’t the wildflower
meadows and birds. Some intensive
What do you do outside of Zero Carbon
Shropshire?
I have set up the Shropshire Good Food
Partnership. We bring people together
across the county to create a food system
that is good for people, place and planet.
So there is lots of overlap with ZCS. The
food system – from production to
distribution, consumption and waste,
accounts for 25-30% of carbon emissions
in this country. If you want to find out
more, we are organising a Good Food
Summit on 15th October in Shrewsbury.
This will be a really interactive day, with
lots of interesting speakers, discussion
groups, opportunities to network, and of
course, good food. For more see here.
What do you do to reduce your carbon
footprint?
I try and walk the talk. I source food
locally, eating seasonally as much as
possible and make sure food doesn’t go to

agricultural and heavily grazed upland
areas are like deserts compared to what I
remember from childhood.

Join the
movement
Zero Carbon Shropshire is
part of a co-ordinated and
collaborative response to
the climate and ecological
crisis at a local level.
Please help us by
encouraging your friends
and family to sign the
pledge on our website and
connecting on social media.

What’s the most important thing people
can do to reduce their impact on the
natural world?
I think the most important thing is to go
out and connect with nature. We need to
become ‘indigenous’ again, reconnect to
the land we are living on and the wisdom
held there. Ask and listen and then act
from that place.
What's on your mind at the moment?
I’m currently exploring ideas to set up a
Marches Earth Regeneration Alliance as I

Could you be our next Zero

believe we need to be working at a

Hero? Don't be shy - email

bioregional scale. I highly recommend Joe

admin@zerocarbonshropsh

Brewer’s The Design Pathway for

ire.org with your answers &

Regenerating Earth as an articulate call to

a picture and next month it

action. If you want to be involved, contact

could be YOU!

me on jenny.rouquette@gmail.com

