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With the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15)
taking place in Canada next month, it is fitting
that contributions for our November
newsletter gravitate around biodiversity,
agriculture and pollution - all important issues
that impact on and are impacted by the
Climate Crisis.

Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome - please email
admin@zerocarbonshropshire.org

Cover photo is the view from Bromlow Callow in South Shropshire
looking north, taken by Tina Teearu

https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/


Kate Mayne, North Shropshire and Clee View Farmers Group facilitator,
talks about 

the impact of climate change on Shropshire farming

A Shropshire farmer and environmental farming advisor, Kate Mayne is a
Nuffield Farming Scholar, trustee of Shropshire Wildlife Trust, and
facilitator of two Shropshire Farmers Groups, where she helps to
establish ground-breaking farmer-led environmental action. Kate knows
Shropshire farmers and the huge challenges they face.
 
Nuffield Scholarships are awarded to stand-out individuals who can influence
positive rural change. Kate’s study highlighted the challenges farmers face when
engaging with environmental issues.
 
At home near Ruyton-XI-Towns, Kate is a partner in an 800ha farm, where her
family has taken on board measures to protect the environment.  Kate’s father
began tree planting in the 1970’s as part of his efforts to protect the farm
environment, while continuing to produce the food we need. Her family has also
installed an anaerobic digester plant which breaks down waste organic material,
such as dairy waste and whey, to create fertilizer. Since installing the plant, Kate
said, ‘We hardly use phosphate [fertilizer], and have cut our nitrogen bill on the
farm.’
 
Kate has seen changes on her farm which she believes are at least partly down to
climate change, such as increased flooding and changing weather patterns. 
 ‘There’s no average weather anymore. The rain tends to all arrive at once, it’s a
deluge’. There have been particular challenges in recent years around autumn
harvests of maize, combined with longer periods of drought in the summer,
making it difficult for the land to repair in time. ‘We need soil to be healthy to
grow crops,’ she says.

Kate says the impact of climate change is felt within the Shropshire farming
community. ‘Changes are subtle, but people are noticing. Farmers are closely
linked to the weather, where they feel the impacts when crops burn off, animals
suffer in the heat, and water storage is a huge issue’.

 

Kate facilitates two farm cluster groups – the North Shropshire Farmers Group, and
the Clee View Farmers Group – with around 50 members in each. These local groups
bring land managers together to work on environmental projects. Kate understands
the impact of climate change on farm businesses, and how projects can help to
make businesses more resilient. 
 
Grain prices and subsequent costs of rearing animals are increasing, partly due to
the war in Ukraine but more in response to global markets. We have ‘big,
complicated food systems, where a crop failure in one country will impact the cost
of production here in Shropshire,’ says Kate. ‘Some countries are running out of
water’.

As an environmental advisor, Kate focuses on suitable farm level actions. She
guides farmers through often complex grant applications, communicating the
consents and permissions needed for pond creation, tree planting and farm
infrastructure improvements. Kate believes that flexible, ‘less prescriptive’ funding
schemes are needed, tailored to suit individual farms and making use of the
farmer’s knowledge and practical understanding. She cites good local examples,
such as the Shropshire Council ‘Trees Outside of Woods’ project, and suggests the
best thing for us all to do would be to buy in-season produce, as it is most likely to
be UK grown. 

Kate believes building relationships at a local level is key to getting
farmers on board with schemes.  ‘It takes a long time to build trust, and it
makes a huge difference just to have someone on the phone’. Projects are
successful when NGOs take on staff with vocational qualifications, who
can empathise with landowners. 

Landowners and organisations trust Kate’s advice, which has made a huge
difference.



Severn Suffering from Sewage

A sometimes overlooked aspect of the climate crisis is the fact that as
the human race continues to stamp its authority onto the beleaguered
environment that we rely on, it is BIODIVERSITY, and ultimately we
ourselves, who pay the price.

Discharging sewage directly into rivers damages them as it encourages the
growth of algae. Algae is not just unsightly and smelly – it uses up vital
oxygen in the water that wildlife such as fish need, and smothers the
riverbed with an unpleasant sludge.  Basically the river dies. No one wants
this, and surely in 2022 we can stop it happening.

On 20 October 2021 the House of Lords proposed an amendment to the
Government’s new Environment Act. If the amendment had passed we would
have seen a legal duty put on Water Companies to reduce untreated sewage
discharges.

However, the wording of the Act that  passed into law puts no meaningful
timeframe on the Act’s ability to reduce combined sewage outfalls (CSO's)
and so people are getting increasingly frustrated by the Government’s lack
of commitment. In Shrewsbury this has led to the formation of at least one
citizen science group plus some high-profile protests that have been
reported in the news recently.

Money for shareholders, not investment in water systems

Sewage dumping is occurring for millions of hours a year, to the point where
ecosystems are increasingly challenged and recreational users or the rivers
are becoming ill. Businesses depending upon the river are increasingly
threatened. Since privatisation in 1991, water company shareholders have
pocketed billions of pounds and all this while, there has been chronic under-
investment in our Victorian sewage infrastructure. 

It is currently legal for Water Companies to discharge raw sewage into rivers
during very heavy rain from the 'combined’ sewage and surface drains to
stop sewage backing up into people’s homes. However, with population
increase, more concrete and tarmac leading to yet more runoff, intense
climate-induced rain and flooding on top of the outdated infrastructure, it’s
the perfect storm. Meanwhile, continued underfunding of the Environment
Agency means Water Companies can act with virtually no scrutiny. They now
routinely dump raw sewage even when weather conditions don’t warrant it,
as they know they can get away with it. 

Unfortunately, the water watchdog 
(Offwatt) is only concerned with the 
price to the consumer (not to the 
planet) meaning they have no remit 
to police the Water Companies’ 
prioritisation of shareholder profits 
over the environment and people.

Of course sewage dumping isn’t the 
whole story of damage being done 
to our rivers by human activity. 
Further problems are caused by the 
intensification of agriculture and 
rural land use as well as by urban 
and transport runoff, not to 
mention intentional and/or 
inadvertent chemical releases from 
industry.

That said, the Water Companies are responsible for 53% of the damage that is
being done to rivers by those we pay to keep our rivers healthy. Whilst
replacing the CSO’s to separate water runoff from sewage will be massively
expensive and disruptive, there are many measures that can be taken in the
meantime to mitigate the situation and give rivers a chance to breathe.
 
Those with the power to change things, including Government and Water
Companies, shouldn’t think campaigner pressure is likely to go away. More and
more people are using the rivers for recreation, meaning more and more people
are directly affected as the problem worsens. 

Immediate action must be taken and our river systems need not to be exploited
for profit. We all need to work together -- Government, farmers, Water
Companies, Environment Agency and concerned citizens. There has been a
massive awareness about this issue both nationally and locally especially over
this last year or so, with several meetings and protests in Shrewsbury alone. 

Shrewsbury Town Council are very engaged and planning to hold a public
meeting to discuss this issue further early in the New Year so come along
and help make the future better!

Follow Up Sewage Creek on Facebook or @UpSewageCreek on Twitter

(Picture above is taken in the Pig Trough, Shrewsbury - a scenic riverside walk in
Coton Hill - would you like your children to play here?)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/upsewagecreek
https://twitter.com/upsewagecreek


Show leadership, by sticking to its promises on emissions
reduction and meeting its financial commitments to developing
countries

Engage with the public on the changes needed, providing support
for energy efficiency measures such as insulation

Scrap any plans for coal mining, and new gas and oil extraction

Reform planning to accelerate the rollout of renewable energy,
improve housing standards, and establish low carbon transport
infrastructure

Support farmers to produce food sustainably while increasing
carbon storage and enabling recovery of nature

COP27
This month’s COP27 conference reached a useful agreement on setting up a
fund to address the consequences of climate change on developing countries.
However, the conference failed to build on the previous commitment from
Glasgow to keep global heating below 1.5°C and didn’t include further
measures to reduce emissions. Many countries are still to produce plans to
show how their emissions can be reduced.

Worryingly, the final text of the agreement failed to mention the need to
phase out the use of fossil fuels. Some governments and oil companies have
been arguing that gas can be used as a transitionary fuel, however this risks
undermining commitments to keep global heating below 1.5°C.

The UK Government needs to show that it is serious about reducing emissions
by acting rather than simply talking about its plans. It can:

Why not write to your MP to raise these points?

COP15
Next month sees the much delayed COP15 conference on biodiversity taking
place in Montreal. This conference will focus on reducing biodiversity loss. As
we know, biodiversity and climate change are inextricably linked, with
restoration of nature crucial to achieving Net Zero. 

Previous biodiversity targets agreed at COP10 in Aichi, Japan, have not been
met, so COP15 represents a critical opportunity to halt the destruction of the
natural world. The goal is to protect at least 30% of the planet’s land and
oceans by 2030. 

For a useful overview of COP15 see: https://www.kew.org/read-and-
watch/what-is-cop15

Again, now is an opportune time use your voice to highlight the
threats to the natural world, and demand action, with your MP. 

What did COP27 achieve, and what’s happening at COP15?
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What is Natural Capital and why is it important?
 

Natural capital is a frequently used but difficult to define concept that
covers land and soils, air, freshwater, habitats, species and geology.

Unfortunately, these natural elements are becoming increasingly degraded
because of human activity resulting in pollution, deforestation, draining of
peatland and climate change. This degradation results in a threat to the wide
range of benefits Natural Capital produces for people; these can be
environmental, health related or financial.

Key benefits Natural Capital delivers are:
• Clean water and oxygen
• Biodiversity
• Carbon capture
• Healthy soils that support food production

Farmers and landowners have a huge role to play to protect and enhance natural
capital,  creating habitats and increasing biodiversity. To understand properly the
status of the land it is important to understand how to measure these metrics, 
 and geospatial technology is being increasingly used to deliver this type of data.
This allows us to develop strategies to improve the land with measures such as
creating woodland, planting hedgerows or re-wetting peatland.

The Shrewsbury Geospatial Group is hosting a free event to better
understand how geospatial data can be used to understand, monitor
and verify Natural Capital. 
A range of presentations will cover how organisations are using geospatial
data for Natural Capital and Biodiversity Net Gain, through the use of case
studies and allowing ample opportunity for discussion.

The topics covered and ensuing discussion will benefit any stakeholder linked to
Natural Capital, from landowners to professionals working in the environmental
sector and anyone wanting to better understand how geospatial data is used to
monitor the environment, leading to collaboration to develop solutions to
enhance and protect the environment.

To be held at CREST at the University Centre Shrewsbury on
Thurs 15 December, 2 - 5pm.  Please click HERE to book your
free place.

Shropshire climate groups highlighted the
need for action at COP27

 

Click HERE to find out about upcoming events
 

Click HERE to find a ZCS member group near you
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/natural-capital-what-it-is-and-how-to-make-it-work-for-you-tickets-449393737767?fbclid=IwAR3FjwNZ4WYU0gxB_jZNIeHOcSrCqiif5TF4c7RswzbrAXLptBAaGGd1Kyg
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/whats-on/
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/our-member-organisations/


Upcoming Events

The Zero Carbon Shropshire Enterprise
Engagement Group is making great strides
in engaging with organisations in
Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin and
helping them become more sustainable. 

On Wednesday 9 November a day-long workshop
was run for 30 local businesses. The event, 'Be
Carbon Literate: save the earth & improve your
bottom line!', was organised and promoted by
Marches Growth Hub. The Centre for Research into
Environmental Science and Technology (CREST) at
the University Centre Shrewsbury kindly provided
the venue and refreshments, including a free
lunch, and the content was designed by Business
Net Zero, a local sustainability training business,
working with the growth hub and other
businesses, such as BizEd Projects, who provide
business placements.

The day gave participants from a number of
sectors, such as hospitality, construction, farming,
education, manufacturing and retail, the chance to
network and share challenges they face with
becoming more sustainable and ideas on
overcoming them. It also gave them some of the
science around climate change and nature loss,

Sat, 17 December 2022  10am - 2pm
Shrewsbury Repair Cafe, URC, nr
English Bridge
Possibly not happening this month as it's
a bit close to Christmas but we'll see you
in the New Year!

Sat, 10 December 2022  10am - 12.15pm
Church Stretton Repair Cafe
Come along to Stretton Climate Care's
repair cafe, 2nd Sat of every month at
the Scout Hut, Church Street.

Thurs, 15 December 2022   2pm - 5pm
Natural Capital - what it is and how to
make it work for you University Centre
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ

7 - 19 December 2022
COP15 in Montreal, Canada - Biodiversity
IS the agenda.

plenty of time to discuss what it meant for them
locally, as well as an opportunity to start planning
how they will tackle these crises.

In the afternoon there were sessions
introducing them to some practical tools that
can help them. In particular, Deb Cairns of
E4environment told us about Cool Shropshire &
Telford, an online tool paid for by Shropshire and
Telford councils, which organisations can use to
get started with becoming more sustainable. The
tool provides a step-by-step approach to mapping
where your organisation is with sustainability, then
provides next steps you can take to move on.

Kevin Oubridge of the Big Solar Co-op then told us
about a new approach to getting solar on big
rooftops (250m2 or bigger) with high electricity
usage (£12,000 spend per year or more). The Big
Solar Co-op put the solar on your rooftop at no
cost to you and sell the electricity generated back
to you at below the market rate. The financial
savings can be huge over the 30 years of a contract
and, of course, so can the emissions reductions.

Both Deb and Kevin will also be presenting at a
Sustainability in Business event on Wednesday
30 November at Aico in Oswestry. The event,
which is free to attend, is organised by The
Business Environment Network (TBEN), a
Shropshire networking group, formerly known as
Meres & Mosses Business Environment Network. In
addition to providing the venue, Aico, a Shropshire
business leading the way with becoming more
sustainable, is also very kindly providing
refreshments and a free lunch.

We hope to see you there (click HERE to book your
free place).

Shropshire Enterprises Come Together to Deliver a Great Event

Weds, 30 December 2022
Sustainability in Business event at Aico
in Oswestry (see article on this page)

Weds, 30 December 2022 1pm - 2.30pm
Getting ready for a Heat Pump - online
webinar for anyone who is thinking
about ditching their fossil fuel powered
heating system at home.

https://www.marchesgrowthhub.co.uk/
http://crestatucs.com/
https://businessnetzero.com/
https://bizedprojects.com/
https://www.facebook.com/shrewsrepaircafe/
https://www.unep.org/un-biodiversity-conference-cop-15
https://www.e4environment.co.uk/
https://www.kanopi.uk/clients/shropshire-cool-shropshire-and-telford
https://bigsolar.coop/
https://www.tben.uk/events/sib2/
https://www.aico.co.uk/
https://www.tben.uk/events/sib2/


Why did you get involved with Zero
Carbon Shropshire? 
I completed an environmental

management MSc in 2016 and that really

opened my eyes to the terrible impact

we’re having on the planet. When our

first grandson Joshua was born, I felt I

owed it to him and future generations to

do much more to fight climate change.

After moving to Church Stretton, I joined

Stretton Climate Care, Zero Carbon

Shropshire and South Shropshire Climate

Action.

What have you done since joining?
At ZCS, I helped to write the ZCS plan

before taking on the role of programme

manager, helping the team turn a plan

into practical projects. I now chair the

ZCS management and communications

teams, and have used the ZCS toolkit to

set-up a Repair Café and Carbon

Watchers project. 

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon 
Shropshire?
I spend as much time with our three
grandchildren as I can, and we host a
young family from Ukraine. My hobbies
include natural history, photography,
walking, and football (Birmingham City). I
survey wildlife around my local area, and
particularly enjoy bug hunts with my
oldest grandson Josh! I volunteer for the
local Rotary club, the Amnesty group, and
an Eco-Church project.

What do you do to reduce your carbon
footprint?
We switched all my savings and pension
investments to sustainable funds, use an 

 

Join the
movement

Meet our November
Zero Hero

Our Zero Hero this month is David
Matthews, our Programme Manager here
at ZCS

Zero Carbon Shropshire is

part of a co-ordinated and

collaborative response to

the climate and ecological

crisis at a local level.

Please help us by

encouraging your friends

and family to sign the

pledge on our website and

connecting on social

media.

ethical bank, shop locally, eat less meat,

drive an electric car but walk if possible.

Our household energy comes from

renewable sources, we’ve turned down our

heating by a couple of degrees to save

energy, and we plan to retrofit our house.

Outside, we’re creating a wildlife-friendly

garden -- the next project is a pond.

Have you noticed changes in the natural

world since you were younger?

There’s been a big decline in flying insects

(I get bitten less frequently!) and

“common” birds such as house sparrows

and starlings rarely appear in the garden

now. I can’t remember when I last saw a

hedgehog. On the plus side, birds such as

Red Kites have benefited from re-

introductions and are doing well, and

beavers are coming back!

What’s the most important thing people

can do to reduce their impact on the

natural world?

Buy what you need, not what you want.

What's on your mind at the moment?

The climate and biodiversity crises are an

emergency, and we need to act

accordingly. We have all the solutions we

need, so it’s frustrating to see the slow

pace of change. How can we overcome this

apparent lack of urgency?

Could you be our next Zero

Hero?  Don't be shy - email

admin@zerocarbonshropsh

ire.org with your answers &

a picture and next month it

could be YOU!

https://www.facebook.com/ZeroCarbonShropshire/
https://www.instagram.com/zerocarbonshrops
https://www.linkedin.com/company/zero-carbon-shropshire
https://twitter.com/zerocarbonshro1
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/

