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GREEN NEWS
The latest news and events from Zero Carbon Shropshire

You may notice that our Newsletter is a little bit early this
month - don't worry - it's still full of all the news and views
you've come to expect!
We have a report on our first ever AGM, an update on the
ZCS Plan, advice on recycling of clothing from Generation
Zero Carbon, news of Shropshire's Economic Bounceback
and a whole page on the issues around Solar Power.
On the right is a picture of the Featherbed Lane Oak in
Shrewsbury - saved last year by the local community and now
looking truly magnificent outside the newly refurbished
Sundorne Infant School - a steadfast symbol of resilience and
growth towards a Net Zero Carbon future for Shropshire.
As usual, contributions to the newsletter are welcome please email admin@zerocarbonshropshire.org

Our AGM

The ZCS Plan - One Year On

a short report by our Chairman
Chris Deaves

a short report by our Task Force Leader David Matthews

As Chair of the Trustees, I was very
pleased to welcome about 30 people
to our first AGM. This is an important landmark in the growth of ZCS.
It was particularly valuable in allowing the Trustees to meet face to
face for the first time and to allow our new Trustees, Barbara
Rainford and Jess Walton to introduce themselves.
We also noted the contribution of John Ogle to our progress so far
and wished him well in his recovery from serious illness. On this
point, we are still looking for more Trustees to further increase the
diversity and skills of the Board, so please don’t hesitate to approach
us for more information.
At the Meeting, the chair summarised the important progress that has
been made in developing the operation of the ZCS charity and
emphasised that this was only the first year. We will have to be able
to deal with much more growth and financial complexity into the
future. We are pleased that Mark Fermor has been able to obtain
accounting services from TCA Ltd (Shrewsbury) on a pro bono basis
for this year.
The formal AGM was followed by a presentation by Jenny Roquette
from the Shropshire Good Food Partnership covering the implications
of food waste, the benefits of local consumption and the initiatives
under way and planned in Shropshire. The subsequent discussion
touched on many points ranging from the competition for land use,
land stewardship, community regeneration and the Good Food
Charter.
We should all be proud that we were nominated for an award in the
Climate Change category by the Mayor of Shrewsbury’s annual
scheme – this is a real mark of how far we have progressed in a very
short time.
Finally, we would like to record the Board’s appreciation of the hard
work of many over the last year and particularly to David Matthews
for his work in leading the Task Force, the real ‘engine room’ of ZCS.
Also many thanks for the good offices of Barbara in obtaining a
donation of tea and biscuits from the Mid Counties Co-op.

It's just over a year since we wrote the Zero Carbon Shropshire (ZCS) plan.
Since then we've:
Set-up 20 projects based on the actions proposed in the plan
Achieved charitable status, a business plan, and clear social values
Launched Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire
Established a new group for businesses and social enterprises
Nurtured the development of climate action across Shropshire, building
effective relationships with key partners
Our challenges have included:
Over-reliance on a dedicated pool of volunteers
Lack of funding for key projects
Measuring the carbon implications of our work - this is difficult!
Inability to hold public events owing to the pandemic
A disconnect between government zero-carbon targets and proposals
such as the North West Relief Road.
Looking ahead, our focus will continue to be:
Bringing communities together to take action on climate change
Acting as a catalyst to mobilise public opinion, through inspiring and
empowering people
Being a voice for positive change on the climate and ecological
emergency
Undoubtedly, the highlight of the last year has been the outstanding work
of our volunteers across the county. Across Shropshire, local people and
organisations are taking action on climate change and to improve the
natural environment.
Our partnership approach has given us access to and support from key
stakeholders across the county, enabling projects such as the Shropshire
Love Nature Festival, Energy mapping, Retrofit, and the setting up of the
Good Food Partnership for Shropshire.
While as a county we are still falling short of the actions needed, the
attitude and commitment of our volunteers and partners gives us hope that
by working together, we can overcome the challenges ahead.
You can read more on what we’ve been doing at: Our Progress So Far

As a regular feature
in the ZCS
Newsletter, each
month over the
summer, Generation
Zero Carbon
Shropshire is going
to present a new
infographic that
they've prepared to
raise awareness of
important issues
which have an
impact on the
Climate Crisis.
This month the
focus is on
RECYCLE
Generation Zero
Carbon Shropshire
would like to ask
us all to apply
the Five R's
Recycle
Repair
Reduce
Reuse
Rethink
to our love of
fast fashion.

Shropshire’s
Economic Bounce
Back
Zero Carbon Shropshire has a representative, Kevin
Oubridge, on the Shropshire Economic Strategy Task Force,
which is producing the Shropshire Economic Growth Strategy
for 2022-2027, aimed at helping the county recover from
Covid. Kevin attended the hugely successful ‘What’s next for
Shropshire 2022-2027?’ workshop on 3rd November 2021,
and is now a member of the task force, made up of private,
public and voluntary sector organisation representatives.
Kevin said:
‘It’s very encouraging that sustainability is already high up
the agenda for all task force members and that the
economic strategy for Shropshire will include goals that
have sustainability built into them from the start. Hopefully,
this will help Shropshire businesses bounce back after the
dreadful impact of Covid and build for the future.’
The growth strategy, which focuses on grants and other
support for Shropshire businesses, developing infrastructure
and skills development and training, goes to Public
Consultation between 13 June and 22 July 2022. We
encourage all Zero Carbon Shropshire supporters to have
their say. The final strategy is published in the summer. The
content of the strategy will be used to develop the Shared
Prosperity Funding Investment Plan, which will determine
how the £12.25m allocated to Shropshire will be spent.

The Future of Solar Farms in Shropshire
The Energy Group is focusing on promoting the benefits of solar farms as a
renewable energy that we believe should be part of the local energy mix. Solar
farms provide clean energy to local communities but concerns have quite rightly
been raised about the impact they have on the environment and people living
near to them. We have therefore produced this The Benefits of Solar Farms fact
sheet (opposite) which you can click on for more detailed answers to typically
asked questions on the Zero Carbon Shropshire website.
The point is, solar farms planned and built to best practice are a huge asset to
local communities and the environment, as well as reducing carbon emissions
and tackling the impacts of climate change. So, for example, some people are
concerned that the solar farms will use good farming land that should be used
to grow crops or rear animals. This is a perfectly legitimate concern but best
practice when going through the planning process would pick this up and so the
problem can be avoided. Plus, of course, land used for solar farms can in some
circumstances be used to graze sheep for example, meaning that agricultural
uses can be maintained.
Others are concerned that solar farms will mean lots of heavy traffic on local
roads during construction. It is important to understand that solar farms do not
generally require a lot of concrete to fix solar panels in place, which greatly
reduces the heavy traffic, and construction best practice reduces the impact and
frequency of any heavy traffic there is. Solar farms are also a lot easier and
quicker to build than houses, so any disruption is short lived.
Another concern is that solar farms might reduce the wildlife in the area.
However, properly planned solar farms can actually invigorate local wildlife,
providing a place for wild flowers to grow, which attract insects, which attract
small mammals and birds, which attract bigger predators, such as owls and
foxes. Again, many of the problems with solar farms can be eliminated with
thoughtful planning and following best practice guidance – Prees Heath in
Shropshire is an example of planning for a solar farm involving the right people
at the right time to the benefit of nature. Of course, not all solar farm proposals
will be right but this will be identified at the planning stage and plans can be
amended or withdrawn accordingly.
We’re interested in what you think about solar farms in Shropshire, so please let
us know via admin@zerocarbonshrophire.org Or you could join our Zero Carbon
Shropshire Energy Working Group and get involved in the discussions we’re
having.

News and Events
8 Jun 2022 World Ocean Day
This annual day is organised by the United
Nations. The theme for 2022 is "Revitalization".
The health of the oceans is at a tipping point,
and the consequences of further deterioration
will affect us all. The oceans are major carbon
sinks, and play a vital role in carbon
sequestration.
6 – 12 Jun 2022 is Bike Week
Bike Week is organised by Cycling UK, and
promotes cycling across the UK.
16 Jun 2022 Clean Air Day
Clean Air Day is an event campaigning against
air pollution across the UK. Air pollution is
responsible for around 36000 deaths per year,
and is probably the most series environmental
threat to health today.
16 Jun 2022 National Refill Day
This is part of a global public awareness
campaign to discourage plastic pollution. It
encourages consumers to refill containers
rather than buy plastic, and retailers to support
this too.
18 June, 10am – 2pm Shrewsbury Repair Cafe
Meets monthly on the third Saturday of each
month at Shrewsbury URC by English Bridge
1 – 31 May 2022 No Mow May
This May there is a very easy thing you can do in your
garden to help wild flowers and struggling pollinators too
– put your lawnmowers away for No Mow May®. Whether
it’s a small patch or your whole lawn, you can have an
impact.
5 Jun 2022 World Environment Day
This worldwide event led by UNEP will be hosted by
Sweden this year, and will be Only One Earth with the
focus on living sustainably in harmony with nature.

18 Jun 2022 Sustainable Gastronomy Day
This event, organised by the UN, highlights the
importance of eating sustainably.
25 – 26 Jun 2022 Shrewsbury Food Festival
We'll be having a stall at the food festival in
conjunction with the Shrewsbury Food Hub. We'll
be focussing on the climate implications
associated with the food we eat, and minimising
food waste. For more information, contact our
stall organiser, Tina at: tina.teearu@talktalk.net

Job Opportunity!
Filkin-EHS in Whitchurch are looking for an
environmental graduate or someone
passionate about Zero Carbon to work with
them for 6 months on a full or part time basis
completing carbon footprints.
If interested, please send your CV to Bryony at
solutions@filkin-ehs.co.uk, or contact them on
twitter @FilkinEHS

Meet our May
Zero Hero

performance with much improved roof
insulation, the easy win, new double
glazing and some local internal wall
insulation. The next step is then cavity

Our Zero Hero this month is John Ogle of
the Buildings Working Group

wall and further external insulation
before we changeover to an air source
heat pump and phase change thermal
store. Not sure it helps, but we also
drive a hybrid car.

Where in Shropshire do you live?
We moved to Shrewsbury six years ago
and are still exploring the fascinating
county.
Why did you get involved with Zero
Carbon Shropshire?
I have been involved in low carbon
design, energy efficiency and carbon
management for 40 years. It was
encouraging to meet up with a small
group of like minded people, here in
Shrewsbury, for occasional discussions
before ZCS evolved.
What have you done since joining?
Until my recent illness I headed up the
Buildings Group where I tried to pull
together a working mix of building
professionals and actively engaged nonprofessionals. One key approach has
been to work as closely as possible with
others such as Shropshire Council and
the Marches Energy Agency. I see ZCS as
having a continuing role in helping the
range of organisations across the County

Join the
movement
Zero Carbon Shropshire is
part of a co-ordinated and
collaborative response to
the climate and ecological
crisis at a local level.

work together in a mutually supportive
way, sharing expertise to make a real

Have you noticed changes in the

reduction in the county carbon emissions.

natural world since you were younger?
I spent my early years living on a farm in

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon

the Isle of Man. An idyllic childhood,

Shropshire?

believe it or not, my father ploughed

As a professional Engineer, a Fellow of the

with horses. In my memories all farms

Chartered Institution of Building Services

were mixed with pigs in the yard and

Engineers, my interest has been the way

chickens in the barns. And there were so

buildings and their systems perform. Until

many butterflies. I don’t remember huge

very recently I have been providing low

chemical fertiliser delivery trucks.

Please help us by
encouraging your friends
and family to sign the
pledge on our website and
connecting on social media.

carbon advice to a range of public and
private sector organisations as well as

What’s the most important thing

registration for DEC, ESOS etc. I have a

people can do to reduce their impact

particular interest in heat network

on the natural world?

development. This work has primarily

With my interest in buildings, I naturally

involved larger organisations and our

immediately suggest people look to

current Buildings Group focusses mainly

their houses. Can you trim the time

on residential buildings and retrofit. It has

clock, reduce the thermostat setting,

been a learning curve.

add room insulation, reduce draughts?
Try wearing a nice woolly jumper and

Could you be our next Zero

What do you do to reduce your carbon

reduce the house temperature by two

Hero? Don't be shy - email

footprint?

degrees for an immediate saving in your

admin@zerocarbonshropsh

When we bought this house it had an EPC

energy bill.

ire.org with your answers &

“E” rating. We have begun to improve

a picture and next month it
could be YOU!

