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GREEN NEWS
The latest news and events from Zero Carbon Shropshire

With the Energy Crisis and the Climate Crisis building month
on month, it's more important than ever right now to do
things that reduce our carbon footprint AND save us money.
Luckily there are lots of things that CAN be done like car
sharing, hiring an electric bike, looking into getting solar
panels or attending local "Swapping" events or Repair Cafes
like the ones listed on our Upcoming Events page below.
If you need more sustainability ideas there are also several
"Green" festivals that are taking place in the next month or
so which are certain to inspire you - read on below, and
remember to keep an eye on the What's On page on our
website to stay in the loop.
Lastly here's a little plug for the ZCS Facebook and Twitter
feeds which are busy with info and discussion on all things
Zero Carbon in Shropshire - why not join in?
Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome - please
email admin@zerocarbonshropshire.org

Shropshire Car Club - A Car Club for the whole
of Shropshire?
Shropshire Car Club (Co-wheels Shropshire) is appealing for Directors.
The Club has been running for 10 years with cars in Shrewsbury and Ludlow
so we already have a successful club with a proven track record in two towns.
It has been run on a voluntary basis by the original directors who now wish
to move on.
It has been the long term intention that the club should expand to cover a
wider area and the time is now opportune for this to happen. Co-wheels are
being approached to gauge their interest in taking over the club as part of
their national network (it is currently run as a franchisee) but they are
unlikely to engage with a county-wide expansion, putting investment at risk,
in the short term.
For a county-wide expansion of the existing car club (or the development of
a different county wide model of car club) to take place requires a dedicated
team of enthusiasts, adequate development funding and assertive
marketing. This is beyond the capacity of the current directors, and not part
of the Co-wheels business model, but it requires to be done if 2030 net zero
objectives are to be met.
We present this opportunity to members and partners of ZCS in the hope
that by airing the situation and bringing it to the notice of a wider audience
new ideas and possible solutions may evolve. The Directors are happy to
share their experience of operating the club and co-operating in any way to
ensure a smooth transition.
It is also worth pointing out that the Car Club would come in a financially
stable state together with a healthy bank balance that could be used to help
further expansion.
The business model:
Cars are leased and car club members can book cars online or over the
phone, and use a smartcard to access them - no need for keys. At the end of
the booking, car should be returned back into its bay or into an approved
parking zone.
Insurance is included, and cars can be booked for 30 mins to days at a time;
payment for the hire time and distance driven.
Anyone interested please contact Michael Willmot ( mwillmot@talktalk.net )
in the first instance.

recruits a coordinator
for Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin
The Big Solar Co-op is a not-forprofit putting solar on businesses
and public buildings across the
UK. It has recently recruited Kevin
Oubridge as the Shropshire &
Telford local coordinator. Kevin,
who is funded in the role jointly
by Shropshire Council and
Shropshire & Telford Community
Energy for two days a week, will
be working with businesses,
charities, councils and other
organisations with large
roofs (about 300 m2 or bigger)
and high electricity usage to
install solar at no cost to the roof
owner.
The Big Solar Co-op then sells the electricity generated back to the
roof owner at below the market rate, with the cost savings increasing
over the duration of the 20-30 year contract. Roof owners have the
option to buy the solar panels at a reduced price after 5 years, meaning
they get all the electricity generated totally free of charge.
Kevin said: ‘I am delighted to have got this role with the Big Solar Coop. It’s a brilliant idea that will enable organisations that otherwise
couldn’t afford solar to reduce costs and enhance their reputation with
customers, suppliers and the local community. Of course, it will also
reduce CO2 emissions and help to tackle climate change.’
Kevin is one of a first tranche of three local coordinators to be
recruited by the Big Solar Co-op, the others being Maria Ardley in
Stroud and Nancy Toure in Birmingham, with many more to come. The
Big Solar Co-op, which was set up by Sharenergy in 2019 just before the
pandemic hit, has ambitious targets, aiming to install 100MW of solar
nationally by 2030 saving 40,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions per year. To
do this they are looking for lots of big rooftops in Shropshire and
Telford & Wrekin and nationally. They are also looking for volunteers
locally to identify suitable rooftops. If you have a big roof or would like
to volunteer contact Kevin at kevin@sharenergy.coop or visit our
website https://bigsolar.coop/

Sign up for new sustainability festival

The CSE needs YOU....!
The Centre for Sustainable Energy is looking for feedback on a tool (the
Household and Community Solar Assessment Calculator) that they are
developing to help people calculate the potential benefits of installing
solar EV panels on their properties.
The CSE has recently been awarded funding through Innovate UK to
develop a new online tool that estimates the potential for solar PV on
every rooftop in England. They have asked for help to share a survey
they have put together in order to gauge interest and find out what
kind of features and datasets people would like to see included. The
tool is targeted at households, communities and local authorities and is
based on a number of different datasets including the EA’s LIDAR data.
It takes into account things like orientation, pitch and shading for each
roof (you can read more about it here:
https://www.cse.org.uk/projects/view/1388).
As with the Impact Tool, CSE are trying to make it freely available where
they can (although it’s likely there will be a charge for some user groups
due to Ordnance Survey royalties and the need to cover ongoing
hosting and maintenance costs).
The survey has been out for a week or so and they have had some really
useful feedback already. Obviously the more they get the better they
can make the tool, so please respond, and then share far and wide
within your own social media and other networks.
The survey closes at midday on 25 August.
Here's the link: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/open-solar/

A brand-new climate and sustainability festival, Shropshire Goes Green, is in
the planning by Shropshire Council.
Building on the success of last November’s Shropshire Goes Electric event
which put the spotlight on sustainable transport and encouraged the use of
electric vehicles, Shropshire Council is now opening the event up to cover all
aspects of sustainability.
Ian Nellins, Shropshire Council’s Cabinet member for climate change, natural
assets and the green economy, is inviting companies and groups to become
Shropshire Goes Green exhibitors at the event to be held at Shrewsbury Town
Football Club on 25 September.
Ian said: “Shropshire Goes Electric proved a great success with more than 1,300
visitors finding out about the huge variety of new electric models available
from the 17 car manufacturers represented as well as the chance to experience
ebikes, and rickshaws.
“What we were delighted to learn from this is that there is a real hunger for
people to understand more about sustainable living and how they can help
reduce our carbon footprint.
“For this reason we have decided to expand our event to embrace not just
electric vehicles but all kinds of technologies to help people enjoy a more
sustainable lifestyle.
“We want to grow a ‘homes zone’ to attract companies which operate in the
sustainable living sector. It is the perfect opportunity for suppliers and
installers of solar panels, cavity wall insulation, heat pumps, LED lighting etc
to showcase their products and reach an engaged audience.”
Anyone wanting to find out more about becoming an exhibitor at Shropshire
Goes Green can email Darren Griffin, Shropshire Council business development
manager at Darren.griffin@shropshire.gov.uk

BRIDGNORTH GOES GREEN WITH FIRST EVER FESTIVAL
Sustainable Bridgnorth is hosting the first ever
Green Festival in Bridgnorth. The event is
planned for Saturday 17th September and will
feature sustainability and the environment at its
core.
The not-for-profit-event, to be held in the Castle
Gardens, will be open from 11am-4pm, with a mix
of stalls ranging from charities and not for profit
organisations, who can provide advice and
information on how to live more sustainably, to
commercial stalls selling recycled, sustainable or
environmentally friendly products. There will be
an assortment of fun activities for families and
local musicians will be providing entertainment.
Winners and runners up for each category of the
Green Bridgnorth Art Competition will be
announced on the day. Entries close at 3pm on
Saturday 3rd September, so there's still time to
get involved. Entry forms can be picked up from
Room for Refills, Our Green Shop and the Library.
Entry to the Festival will be free to the general
public, but donations are welcome. We are
grateful to our sponsor, StinkyInk, a local
business who sells new and recycled / refilled
printer ink and toner cartridges and offers a
cartridge recycling scheme. Bridgnorth Town
Council have kindly provided a grant towards the
event.
Run
entirely
by
volunteers,
Sustainable
Bridgnorth is best known as an environmental
campaigning group spearheading the ‘Prevent
Pointless Plastic’ Campaign to reduce the use of
single-use plastic. We run popular conferences
that share information about environmental
issues and the climate crisis and work towards
Bridgnorth District becoming a sustainable, low
carbon community.

Road to Climate Breakdown...
Six weeks ago the Climate Change Committee (CCC)
published its progress report on reducing CO2 emissions
(June 2022). The report criticises the Government’s road
building plans for increasing traffic and emissions. It stated
that the Government should not be encouraging
unconstrained traffic growth and need all road improvements to be compatible with net-zero.
Furthermore, the recent court victory by Friends of the
Earth, ClientEarth and the Good Law Project successfully
challenging the Government’s Net Zero Strategy (NZS), has
also revealed that the Government does not have a coherent
plan for tackling road transport emissions. The NZS now has
to be rewritten to include quantifiable measures of how
emissions will be reduced at the scale and speed required.
Might this have an impact on our local, contentious, road
building scheme, the £87+ million Shrewsbury North West
Relief Road? Probably not, but there is another factor at play
which may make its construction less likely.
ZCS is an organisation with no political affiliations but there
are many factors about this scheme which are not consistent
with a sustainable transport policy (several of the points
that follow draw on the work by BeST, Better Shrewsbury
Transport):
Shropshire Council claim that a key council objective for
the road is to help address the climate emergency;
however its environmental statement shows that the
scheme would achieve the opposite: building the road
will lead to 50,000 tonnes of extra CO2 emissions
(revised figure September 2021). Even taking the
council’s approach of optimistically allowing for some
savings when the road is in use (i.e. ignoring the fact that
new roads generate more journeys), this only reduces
emissions by 359 tonnes per annum.
All roads have impacts on the environment and people’s
health; as well as injuries and deaths from crashes, there
is noise and pollution. Recent research has found that
wind born microplastic, mainly from car tyres and brake
pads, are a bigger source of ocean pollution than rivers,
and this problem will get worse with electric cars
because they are heavier.

The council’s own modelling shows the road would
have a limited effect on congestion in the town
centre, a reduction of around one car in four in peak
flows on Smithfield Rd, and traffic will increase on
many other roads, including Harlescott Lane, Berwick
Rd, (A528 to Wem), English Bridge and the A5 by
Churncote. Meanwhile the rest of the town centre
(i.e. St Michaels St, Castle St, High St etc) will see no
perceptible improvement.
The road will be built through Shrewsbury’s ‘Green
Wedge’. This has been identified in the Big Town
Plan as a unique and important feature of
Shrewsbury that brings nature into the heart of the
town. Shropshire Wildlife Trust has objected to the
application and says that the road “has guaranteed
enormous environmental costs” and will run right
next to and cause air pollution damage to a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (Hencott Pool).
But the factor which is now putting the construction of
the road at risk is inflation. The planning process is
behind schedule, a detailed business plan has still not
been completed and there could be further delay if the
proposal is called in and a planning enquiry held.
According to the Shropshire Council website road
construction should have started in ‘Spring/Summer
2022’. The scheme is at least a year behind schedule.
Meanwhile we are entering a period of high inflation and
a condition attached to government funding for this
scheme is that Shropshire Council is liable for any
overspend. In the present economic (and physical!)
climate the Council would seem reckless to continue
with the scheme with its associated financial risk.
If the road is cancelled that will be good news for
climate change. But also that might mean that money
earmarked for the road from developers’ CIL
(Community Infrastructure Levy) fund might finally be
released for what it was intended – providing
sustainable transport links and community facilities for
new developments throughout the county.
Michael Willmot

Upcoming Events

Do you love
fashion?

26 Aug 2022 11am - 2pm
Swap and Share at the Little Green Pantry,
Wellington, Telford
Bring your old stuff and swap it for new stuff to
stop it going to landfill.

But… are concerned about the impact
that fast fashion is having on our environment both here in Shropshire and globally?
Join Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire at
their drop in Clothes Swap event. Dig out a
few items of clothing you don’t wear any
more and bring it along to swap for something preloved and give your wardrobe a
whole new look. Everyone’s a winner!
This is our second annual clothes swap as
part of Shropshire Love Nature Festival
2022!
We’re really looking forward to meeting old and
new faces at this event, and we hope you’ll come
along to support us and see how you can do your
part for sustainability in Shropshire!
This Clothes Swap is part of GZCS’s wider goal to
tackle fast fashion and educate on what a
devastating effect it has on the environment- not to
mention carbon emissions! Clothes swaps are a
great way to pick up some new clothes while giving
your old ones to a good home.
This is a free event suitable for all fashion followers
and we will be working with our partner’s at Cuan
Wildlife Charity Shop in Shrewsbury to help change
people’s attitudes and lead them away from the
throw away culture that makes fast fashion such a
massive contributor to rising CO2 emissions.
So, why not come along to the Shrewsbury Quarry,
chat to the team, find out more and head home with
a stash of new-to-you clothes?

27 Aug 2022 11am - 3pm
Swap and Giveaway at the Repair Cafe, Lawley,
Telford
Bring your old stuff and swap it for new stuff to
stop it going to landfill.

Up until 21 August 2022
Shropshire Love Nature Festival
There are still some events happening - click the
link and join in!
20 Aug and 17 Sept 2022 10am - 2pm
Shrewsbury Repair Cafe, URC, nr English Bridge
Got something that's broken? Maybe it can be
mended. Bring it along and see if it can be given a
new lease of life by our resident experts.
20 Aug 2022
Swap & Children's Eco-activities, Hollinswood,
Telford
Swap event and eco-activities for children with
additional needs at a family fun day.

10 Sept 2022 11.30am - 2pm
Generation ZCS's Fashion Swap Shop, The Quarry,
Shrewsbury
Read more about it on this very page in the
newsletter!
10 Sept 2022 10am - 12.15pm
Church Stretton Repair Cafe
Come along to Stretton Climate Care's repair cafe,
2nd Sat of every month at the Scout Hut, Church
Street.
17 Sept 2022 11am - 4pm
Bridgnorth Green Festival, Castle Gardens,
Bridgnorth
Eco craft stalls, food & drink, eco info, activities
and live music.
25 Sept 2022 10am - 3pm
Shropshire Goes Green Festival, Shrewsbury
Town Football Club
Building on the success of last year's Shropshire
Goes Electric event, this one will be bigger and
better than ever!
18 - 26 Sept 2022
Bayston Hill Great Big Green Week, Shrewsbury
Eco craft stalls, food & drink, eco info and
activities

Meet our August
Zero Hero

What do you
do outside of
Zero Carbon

Why did you get involved with Zero
Carbon Shropshire?
I am passionate about the natural world
and consider climate change to be a
major threat to the future. While
campaigning for world changes doing
something practical at the local level is
critical, real and can make a difference.
What have you done since joining?
I co-Chair the Land and Biodiversity
Working Group of ZCS which helped
start the Shropshire Good Food
Partnership which seeks to promote
sustainable agriculture and local food
production, coordinated an assessment
of woodlands and the establishment of
initiatives to increase tree planting, and
worked with land managers to promote
improved habitat and carbon
management on conservation and nature
reserve sites across the County.

Have you noticed changes in the

Zero Carbon Shropshire is

natural world since you were younger?

part of a co-ordinated and

Yes, although a sepia tainted view of the

collaborative response to

world is not also always helpful. Change

the climate and ecological

will always happen. That said I have

crisis at a local level.

lifestyle. I can become boring talking

Our Zero Hero this month is Colin
Preston of the Land & Biodiversity Group

Where in Shropshire do you live?
Maesbrook, Oswestry

about the latter……

Join the
movement

Shropshire?
Until recently I was CEO of the Shropshire
Wildlife Trust but since retirement have
represented the Trust on the Montgomery
Canal Partnership which seeks to restore
the canal in question to a high
environmental standard. I also chair the
Marches Nature Partnership which
coordinates a wide variety of public,
private and third sector organisations with
respect to nature conservation across
Herefordshire, Telford and Wrekin and
Shropshire.
I also climb mountains.
What do you do to reduce your carbon
footprint?
Walk far more, installed solar panels at
home and stopped flying. I also force
myself to think more generally with
respect to personal choices in terms of

climbed in the Alps and the glaciers are a
lot smaller, the floods closer to home in

Please help us by

Shropshire happen more frequently

encouraging your friends

when previously they did not and

and family to sign the

flowers that were once common on

pledge on our website and

roadside verges don’t grow any more.

connecting on social media.

What’s the most important thing
people can do to reduce their impact
on the natural world?
Think about the little things in day-today life that you can do and affect.
Vote ‘right’ and challenge our local
politicians with respect to their strategic
views on the climate and biodiversity
crisis. If they stand up for damaging
schemes such as the Northwest Road
around Shrewsbury don’t vote for them.
We must think: the young people are our
future. What legacy do we wish to leave
them? And what would be the most
important action we could take to leave
that rich and hopeful legacy?

Could you be our next Zero
Hero? Don't be shy - email
admin@zerocarbonshropsh
ire.org with your answers &
a picture and next month it
could be YOU!

