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We’re really pleased to announce the launch of a new project, 
Shropshire Nature Gardens, which opens up some great opportunities 
for SCAP members to get involved. Working alongside the National 
Trust’s Stepping Stones project, this scheme will be helping Shropshire 
gardeners to create their own wildlife havens, acting as valuable 
stepping stones in efforts to connect up important wildlife areas across 
the county. Later this year, we’ll be training up a team of volunteer 
Nature Gardeners, who will learn everything they need to know in 
order to help create the garden transformations this project is all about. 
Please contact Nancy Lowe for a free information pack or to ask any 
questions. Please also pass on these details to anyone you know who 
may be interested.
nancy@thenaturalgardener.org.uk

Shropshire Nature Gardens

SCAP to feature at TechSevern Conference

As CoP26 (https://ukcop26.org/) approaches, 
Shropshire Council’s Tech Severn 2021 (https://
techsevern21.co.uk/) 16-17 June, has been 
designated one of the events leading up to the 
conference. TechSevern is a 2-day, FREE, virtual 
event bringing together a line-up of world 
class keynote speakers from the cutting edge 
of technology, sustainability, biodiversity and 
government policy. It will explore the crucial role 
technological innovation has to play in our efforts 
to:
• Reduce our carbon footprint and achieve ‘net-

zero’
• Drive a new generation of global sustainability
• Mitigate the impacts of climate change
• Protect our built and natural environments.
During an informal panel discussion SCAP will be 
showcasing a number of our grassroots projects 
that support the Zero Carbon Plan and inviting 
people to get involved. Panel guests include 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Generation Zero 
Carbon, 16–25-year-olds determined to respond 
positively to the climate emergency; Shropshire 
Love Nature Festival (16 August - 12 September) 
inviting community groups to run one event 
celebrating our natural environment; the Carbon 
Watchers group for people wanting to reduce their 
carbon footprint but who don’t know where to 
start; South Shropshire Climate Action’s county-
wide energy mapping project - how we are helping 

Photo by Nancy Lowe

small enterprises begin their transition to net zero carbon, and Shropshire Nature Gardens - a start-up project for gardeners 
to create spaces where nature and wildlife can flourish (see below).
Join us if you are a Small / Medium Sized Enterprise (SME), Public sector organisation, school, college, university, voluntary or 
community group and members of the public - sign the pledge at www.zerocarbonshropshire.org

https://ukcop26.org/
https://techsevern21.co.uk/
https://techsevern21.co.uk/
http://www.zerocarbonshropshire.org


This year SCAP/ ZCS, in partnership with Shropshire Wildlife Trust, is launching a new 
month long festival for Shropshire - the Shropshire Love Nature Festival. With a multitude 
of events running county wide, this festival will involve, inform and enthuse us all about 
the natural world and solutions to the current crisis it is facing. 
Events will run from 16th August until 12th September 2021 all over Shropshire/ Telford 
and Wrekin where communities, organisations and individuals want to run events to get 
this message out.
We are looking for SCAP partners to help us make the festival a big success.
Find out more at https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/shropshire-love-nature
Or email shropshirelovenature@gmail.com

So, what are Love Nature Festival events?

The Shropshire Love Nature Festival will be filled with events that convey the following messages through fun, interactive and 
informative activities:

· The health and well-being benefits of Nature.
· The connection between climate change and the decline of Nature.
· That there is an urgent need to preserve and enhance our biodiversity
· That we all have a part to play and we can all make a difference.

Events may include open days, exhibitions, workshops, nature themed sporting events or any other events that keep to the 
themes of this festival. The only limit is your imagination!
We hope some festival events will precipitate actions that will directly benefit Shropshire’s biodiversity. Examples of this might 
include inviting people to join in with community tree planting projects, organising litter picking events, raising funds for wildlife 
charities, or sowing new wildflower meadows.
“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones that we’ve been waiting for.
We are the change that we seek.”   Barak Obama

Shropshire Love Nature Festival

May Zero Hero - Deborah Murphy

Where in Shropshire do you live?     I live in Shrewsbury.

Why did you get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire?     Climate change worries 
me, so I wanted to feel less helpless. I’ve worked with young people all my life and 
have a son just setting up on his own. I despair at the mess they are inheriting and felt 
that I needed to do something no matter how small.

What have you done since joining?     I was lucky to be asked to work as a mentor 
for the newly formed young adult group Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire. Having 
launched on Earth Day last month, they are already involved in lots of exciting projects 
which will help engage and inform their peers. You can find out more about them 
on their pages on the ZCS website. They are amazing people and so positive about 
achieving their goals. I have also just taken on the role of Press Officer for ZCS. 

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire?     I worked as a Deputy Head 
and teacher of French and German for many years but grabbed the chance to take 
early retirement. I have a small enterprise through which I offer Leadership Coaching 
and Training in local schools, but I also have lots of time now to pursue my hobbies – 
birdwatching, flowers and creative writing. Oh, and volunteering of course!

What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint?     I find I can do much more now that I am not working full time. I always 
walk into town and recently bought myself a trolley so I can do my veg shopping in the market. I worry about looking old before 
my time so would be glad if more people could join me and start a trend. I have started to grow my own veg too which led me 
to composting. I am vegetarian but am starting to explore more vegan options. My new food processor is helping cut down on 
packaging by making homemade hummus, soups and nut butters too. There are so many little things we can do. 

Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger?     My family have lived in Shropshire for generations, 
and I hear stories about the beautiful hedges and wild flowers on the lanes in the 50s and 60s. Shrewsbury has altered 
significantly in my lifetime as new roads, estates and retail parks have been added where once there was open countryside. It’s a 
difficult balance, I suppose. On a positive note, the increase in buzzards and red kites in the area is great. 

What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world?     Listen to the young people in 
our lives. There are lots of young adults looking for jobs in a green economy and wanting to live more sustainably in Shropshire. 
My heart sank when I heard one member of Generation Zero Carbon ask, ‘How did we get in this mess?’ I believe we have to help 
them get out of it. 

https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/shropshire-love-nature


Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the 
climate and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an 
adequate response to the emergency.  Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on 

our website at  www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media

• Use low energy LED light bulbs  
• Don’t leave electrical appliances on standby
• If you have a hot water tank make sure it’s well insulated         
• Is your loft is well insulated ? - the insulation should be 8 – 12 inches deep - but 

make sure there is free flow of air above the insulation        
• Reduce drafts in your home – but make sure there is free flow of air in damp areas 

and near open fires or stoves
• Try turning your heating control down a little – 18 to 21 degrees is fine
• Fit heat reflecting sheets behind your radiators – don’t heat your walls !
• Take showers instead of baths and fit an energy / water saving shower-head
• Buy energy saving appliances eg TV, tumble dryer and washing machine – and try 

to dry washing outside in good weather
• Fit curtains to your windows – during cold weather close your curtains at night to 

keep heat in – keep the curtains closed during the day in rooms you don’t use but 
open them if its sunny to let heat in

• If you have single glazing then consider double glazing (or even less expensive DIY 
acrylic secondary glazing), 

• Consider solar panels either to produce electricity or hot water

SCAP - Buildings Group - DIY ideas for energy saving in your home

SCAP is looking to fill some important volunteer posts - can you help?

Writer (hours to suit) 
This role can be as big or as small as you like and involves writing 
blog posts, news articles and press releases on zero carbon / 
sustainability issues. What you write will be dependent on what 
comes up in the various working and project groups but also can 
be directed by what you feel is relevant. Even if you only have 
occasional hours you can offer, we’d be very interested to hear 
from you.

Web writer(s) (hours to suit) 
This role could be for one or a number of people. Our website 
always needs updating, modifying and, as at present, the 
occasional complete overhaul. If you have basic Wordpress 
knowledge/skills and a willingness to learn you are ideal for 
this work. If you are a Wordpress guru with years of experience and overflowing with web writing skills, all the better! You can 
complete this work in your own time and at your own pace.

Please contact Kev (kevin@acceleratedsuccess.co.uk) or tel 07913 724 195 if you are interested in either of the writer posts.
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Buildings Working Group - Reporter role
The buildings working group are looking for an additional Reporter to assist the group. The role includes:
• managing the email distribution list
• circulating agendas before the meetings
• taking and circulating meeting notes
• acting as liaison between the working group and their projects and the comms and engagement group
• generally helping with the smooth running of the group
There is full support from the existing reporter and the group chair. The group meet once a week on a Wednesday 11am-12am 
with some specific project meetings outside of this which may also benefit from support. 
Ad hoc or more regular support in the above would be most welcomed. Please contact gemmam@weareneo.com to apply. 

https://www.facebook.com/ZeroCarbonShropshire
http://www.instagram.com/zerocarbonshropshire
http://twitter.com/ZeroCarbonShro1
http://www.linkedin.com/company/zero-carbon-shropshire/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
http://www.zerocarbonshropshire.org

