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In groups (friends, neighbours, club, formal or informal) individuals, using one of the 
tools suggested, find out what their personal or household, footprint is.  By doing 
this we come to see how the stuff we buy, and throw away, has a major impact on 
our footprint.  On average it makes up about 40%.

Sharing the experience with your group will spark a discussion about where 
the major impacts are and lead to exploring how changes to lower our carbon 
footprints can be made.   There is plenty of support on the web, within the foot-
printing tools and through the SCAP network. Quick wins can be identified, and 
barriers explored with a view to overcoming them.Photo by Michal Matlon on unsplash

Introducing SCAP’s Latest Project - Carbon Watchers
The Carbon Watchers Project is loosely based on the philosophy of Weight Watchers – encouragement, no blame, no shame and 
sharing ideas and tips to reduce our personal carbon footprint.

Each group manages itself and goes at its own pace.  Some may meet weekly, monthly or occasionally to share ideas and stories.  
All, however, agree to share their scores and repeat the exercise each year so that the degree of change can be measured.

The local convenors (volunteers) will work with their groups to agree on a tool to use to collect individual or household footprint 
scores and calculate the average. (There are several tools that are recommended and it doesn’t matter which one is used as long 
as once chosen it isn’t changed).  Every individual/household does their own footprint score and lets the convenor know what it 
is.  The convenor anonymises the scores and these are centrally recorded.

Want to get involved?  Find out more here: https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/zcsplan/consumption-resources/carbon-watchers/ 
and choose your Carbon Footprint Calculator here: https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/calculate-your-carbon-footprint-b/

So how is Generation Zero getting on?
Events have been motoring along in the fast lane since our launch back on Earth Day, 22nd 
April. The interest we have had has been overwhelming and we are grateful to everyone for 
their support. Our launch campaign, including an appearance in the Shropshire Star and on 
BBC Radio Shropshire brought new members to our core team. 
We were delighted to be invited to talk at the South Shropshire Climate Action Partnership 
conference on 22nd May. Just being able to speak with such like-minded people was inspiring 
and informative. Perhaps the most poignant talk was that from the keynote speaker, Gladys 
Salirade, who spoke to us from the Pacific Islands. Her story and images of the way her home  
is being affected by the climate crisis right now were so powerful. 
This month our focus has been on helping the younger generation to feel more empowered. 
Teachers have told us that many young people suffer from climate anxiety and are feeling overwhelmed by the problems facing 
their generation. It is vital that we give young people hope in the form of practical strategies for minimizing their personal carbon 
footprint. Our new Schools and Youth Groups Pack includes a video assembly, lesson plan and resources which give the younger 
citizens of Shropshire a voice in their future. The whole pack is available at https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/resources/ and at 
https://techsevern21.co.uk/on-demand. It would be great if all parents reading this could contact their children’s schools and ask 
that they use the materials - that’s what they’re for! 

Our Shropshire Libraries’ Summer Reading Challenge workshops start in late July. Based around 
the little book “A Planet Full of Plastic” by Neal Layton, we hope to help children learn how they 
can reduce their consumption of single use plastic at the same time as boosting their reading 
skills. One of our members has also created a fantastic challenge pack for children attending the 
Holiday Activities and Food programmes running in the school holidays. All these projects help 
get our message out to the public.
Have you entered our competition yet? We have opened up another category for 12-15 year 
olds and have extended the deadline for entries to 31st July. More details can be found on the 
website. 
It has been a very busy six weeks and we need your help. If you, or anyone you know, can help 
us make our goal of zero carbon emissions in Shropshire by 2030 happen please do get in touch. 
No experience is needed – just loads of passion for our cause. Find us at 
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/generation-zero-carbon/ or contact us at 
generationzerocarbon@gmail.com
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June Zero Hero - Jack Rennie
Where in Shropshire do you live?     Newport

Why did you get involved in Zero Carbon Shropshire?    I saw something 
about it in the newspaper and I figured it would keep me out of trouble. Also, 
as I was reading about it, I realised I really hadn’t put much thought into my 
lifestyle since moving to the county, so I signed up. 

What have you done since joining?    I tried my hand at writing a few blog 
posts but, as usual, my enthusiasm far outweighed my know-how and I think 
I annoyed some people from the farming community which made me realise 
that it’s easy to lay the blame at the door of other people but the only real 
change we have full control over is our own day to day lives. I also wrote a 
song which has been relatively uncontroversial. 

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire?    I have started 
volunteering at the local food share in an effort to make use of food which 
would otherwise go to waste. I also write and perform music and am 
available for hire in either capacity. 
What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint?   I recycle my waste and generally cycle to work. I swapped my car for a 
motorbike last year after re watching The Matrix trilogy and have since found out the petrol consumption is FAR less. 

Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger?   I have definitely noticed more and more people have 
their drives paved over. I remember there used to be more green patches when you looked down the street. I have also noticed 
recently that people are joining in more with ways to reduce their carbon footprint. I feel like people are becoming more aware of 
their impact by the day. 

What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world?   Just pick one small thing and 
try it without pressuring yourself. Maybe a good start would be walking/cycling to work. You don’t need to commit to doing 
everything perfectly forever, just try it and see if it fits. 

Have you seen this month’s Blog on our website entitled “Our house renovations: a low 
energy journey?”
It’s a very interesting article by two ZCS volunteers, who describe the various low energy 
alterations they’ve made to their home. Particularly useful if you’ve got a house that could 
do with upgrading to modern standards but don’t know where to start in reducing your 
emissions.

A Low Energy Journey

How far does the postie have to drive to deliver your mail? 
Of course many of us live in houses adjacent to a road but in Shropshire there 
are lots of homes that can only be reached by the Royal Mail van driving down 
a muddy lane. Consider how much fuel is used, and carbon dioxide emitted, 
delivering letters and parcels to these addresses.
The solution is to get a road-side letter box. Of course there are some people 
who are unable to get out and for whom door to door delivery is a lifeline. 
But many people could provide a secure roadside letter-box which would save 
energy and make life easier for the Royal Mail and other couriers. Naturally if 
there are three or four of you down that lane then you would all need to get a 
roadside box.

This would also be a good opportunity to get a larger letter/parcel-box which would take many parcels as well as letters. That 
would avoid finding your precious parcel left on the doorstep, or, worse still, a tedious trip to the sorting office to collect the 
parcel that wouldn’t fit your letter-box.
There is another reason for getting a road-side box. If you like to let your dog roam outside it is unfair to expect your postie to 
brave your pet each day to deliver your letters. So fit a letter-box by your front gate.
So here is an opportunity to reduce carbon dioxide emissions and to make life easier for yourselves and your postie – get a 
roadside letter/parcel box! 
https://www.smartparcelbox.co.uk/buy-online.html

Roadside Letter Boxes

Photo by Egor Myznik on unsplash
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Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the climate 
and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an adequate 

response to the emergency.  Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on our website at  
www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media.

It’s the Little Things that make a difference...
For the Bookworms and Keyboard Warriors out there, here are some ideas!

Support local booksellers instead of Amazon
Jeff Bezos has so much money he could single-handedly save the world from 
environmental collapse if he wanted to, but he doesn’t. He’ll be all right. It’s the 
small struggling local business owners who “do a little dance” whenever they 
make a sale despite the Goliath that is Amazon. Now you don’t have to lose 
the convenience of ordering online and still support local.  Just go to https://
uk.bookshop.org/ and put in your postcode to find the nearest independent 
bookseller who is signed up and order your book from them. It may be a tiny bit 
more expensive, but you’ll know you’ve helped the local economy instead of a 
multinational uncaring company. photo by Renee Fisher on Unsplash

Make Ecosia your default web browser  
There is an environmental cost to using the internet (data is stored on servers that 
have to be on 24/7 using a lot of electricity, and kept secure).  However, you can 
mitigate this without it costing you any extra at all. Ecosia provides an easy way to 
plant trees all over the world from the comfort of your own couch.  Go to https://
www.ecosia.org/ and make it your default browser.  Then every single time you 
search for anything using Ecosia, a tree is planted.  You can see the number of trees 
clicking up in real time and it’s inspiring!

Another app that allows you to plant trees is the eponymously named Treeapp https://www.thetreeapp.org/ - you consent to 
watch an advert (all the ads on the site are for eco-friendly products too) and get a tree planted for you in return. They say “Plant 
just 4 trees a week and you’ll offset the average carbon output of an EU citizen!” Looks fun anyway....!

Some Upcoming Events

                7pm on Zoom. Online meeting to share some ideas for setting up a Climate Emergency Centre in Telford.  
          Unused buildings can be used as inspirational hubs to benefit people and planet.  We have speakers from Space 
Generators, a charity that utilises empty buildings to create community hubs. Other ideas include waste prevention and 
reduction initiatives like a Library of Things (where people can loan equipment for a small charge), swap shops for clothes, toys 
and gardening resources etc., and workshops to support people to reduce, reuse and repair things.  We would also welcome 
existing groups and individuals with similar underlying principles to share the space such as the Repair Cafe. Please register in 
advance for this meeting via this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpduGhpj0tHtSHI_NII7ZldW2AO5laH6NC
If you have any questions about the meeting or the Climate Emergency Centre please email us: telfordcec@gmail.com 
You can also follow our Facebook page: @telfordcec 

         Free Sustainable Bridgnorth evening conference / webinar - “A Wasteless Britain”
 Find out what really happens to waste and recycling in Shropshire as we hear from waste management company, Veolia.
      ‘A Wasteless Britain’ will bring together speakers from across the waste and recycling sector to provide an update of the 
exciting opportunities which are taking place at both a national and local level.  Hannah Osman of Refill Wales will be joining 
us to discuss the increasing refill and reuse opportunities that we all can get involved in. We will also be joined by Ludlow 
(Shropshire) MP, and Chair of the Environment Audit Committee, Philip Dunne, to discuss upcoming Government policy reforms 
which aim to reduce waste, encourage waste prevention and reuse, and increase recycling levels.
Tickets here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-wasteless-britain-registration-158983689495

           The Ludlow Green Festival is back in Real LIfe in the Castle Square. The theme is “Build Back - Greener”
 This will be the 24th festival, after skipping last year due to Covid. The organisers, the local environmental community 
group Ludlow 21, promise another fun packed festival with engaging stalls, talks, a green tour, music, sustainable food and drink 
on the day.  The Festival will touch upon the need for people, communities, businesses, councils and governments all to alter 
their approach to reducing carbon emissions, building resilience and instigating change to mitigate the climate emergency.
More information: http://greenfestival.co.uk/
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