FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER
With inexorably rising energy prices being a feature of life at the moment, our February Newsletter focusses on
all things Energy - what’s happening, why, what we can do about it and what’s already being done by enterprising
people and businesses around Shropshire.

Net Zero McDonald’s in Market Drayton
Shropshire is the home of a state-of-the-art showcase McDonald’s
restaurant recently opened in Market Drayton. It is an industry
first having been designed to be net zero emissions standard in
both construction and everyday operation and is set to become a
blueprint for the future.
Featuring the latest innovations in sustainable building design
throughout, the restaurant has been deliberately designed to
retain the familiar McDonald’s look and feel to ensure it can be
effectively replicated as the business looks to revolutionise the
way it designs its new and existing restaurants to achieve net zero
emissions for all its 1,400 restaurants and offices by 2040.

The restaurant includes:
• Renewable power from two wind turbines and 92sqm of solar panels - producing 60,000 kWhs of power per year, and
reducing the amount of energy the restaurant draws from the grid
• Walls insulated with British sheep’s wool which might otherwise have gone to landfill, and which replaces unsustainable
man-made materials
• Building cladding made from recycled IT equipment and white household goods like washing machines, amounting to
250 sqm of recycled materials
• Wall signs made from McDonald’s used coffee beans - one of the examples of action the business is taking to introduce
circular waste solutions
• Kerbs stones each made from 182 recycled plastic bottles – reducing carbon emissions by 25kg per kerb compared to
concrete kerbs. By using over 1,000 of these at Market Drayton, McDonald’s has diverted over 200,000 plastic bottles
from landfill
• A Drive-Thru lane which has been made from recycled tyres – this material produces less carbon-dioxide and allows
more water to be absorbed, reducing the amount of rainwater going down the drain
• A biodiversity garden and nature trail – designed by schoolchildren from Market Drayton Junior School, the garden will
collect rainwater from the carpark and provide a habitat for frogs and other creatures
To find out more on the Plan for Change, visit – www.mcdonalds.co.uk/planforchange

Major Grant to Kick-start Retrofit at Scale
The Marches Energy Agency has been awarded a grant of £500,000
to launch a project to encourage the installation of energy saving
technologies into homes in Shropshire and Powys.
The grant application was developed with the help of the Buildings Group
of ZCS and members of the group will provide technical expertise during
the duration of the project.
It is intended that about 350 households will be recruited and they will receive a home energy assessment which will
indicate which green technologies are most suitable for their homes. They will then be signposted to suitable installers.
The work itself will generally be paid for by the householders themselves.
An important part of the project is to develop a network of home energy assessors, and green technology installers, which
will enable the fitting of such technologies at scale.
John Ogle, Chair of the Buildings Group, said – ‘’ we are pleased to support MEA in this vital piece of work - if we are to
reduce our reliance on fossil fuels across the region, we must begin to develop a programme of low carbon retrofit of
buildings to scale and this exciting project is an important step towards that goal’’
To find out more, please visit the Marches Energy Agency website: https://mea.org.uk/

News You Can Use...
Strategic Planning Meeting Feedback
Many thanks to everyone who participated in our
strategic planning meeting last month. This meeting gave
us an opportunity to review our progress since we wrote
the Zero Carbon Shropshire (ZCS)Plan, and to consider
what we need to focus on moving forwards. The meeting
recommended that improving public engagement,
recruitment of key roles, and sharing experience of low
carbon lifestyles, should be some of our top priorities.
The feedback from the meeting has been reviewed by our
management group (the Task Force) and Steering Group
and this will help shape our plans moving forwards. You
can find a report on the meeting at: https://drive.google.
com/drive/folders/1dis2x6UtnT9WDYDIjJDh3fOsOVQbY
o0f?usp=sharing.

Videostars needed
We’re looking for volunteers who would be prepared
to share their experiences of taking action to address
the climate and ecological emergencies on video. So, if
you’ve fitted a heat pump, conducted a survey for the
nature recovery network, recently switched to driving
an electric vehicle, etc, and would be willing to share
your experiences (good and bad) on video then we’d
like to hear from you. Please contact us at: admin@
zerocarbonshrophsire.org.
If you’re not keen on video, but would still like to let
others know about your ideas for addressing the climate
and biodiversity crises, you can add your input to our
interactive map at:
https://shropshireclimateaction.commonplace.is

If you’d like to get involved in
supporting any of the key initiatives
proposed, please contact us at:
admin@zerocarbonshrophsire.org

Update from ZCS Energy Group

In 2021 the Energy working group carried out its first project, mapping the extent of renewable wind and solar resources in
Shropshire. This gave us a valuable insight into the latent opportunity we have. What has become clear at the same time is
that there are considerable barriers to both business and communities using these resources.
Barriers include:
- the legitimate concerns for the landscape of Shropshire (itself a vital element of the local economy),
- lack of incentives for business,
- the planning system affecting community projects in terms of complexity and timescales,
- lack of capacity within the local electricity network,
- the way the electricity market is regulated by Ofgem,
- the real disconnect between national policy, national energy needs and both local and national action.
The Energy working group will now be trying to address these barriers to progress. There is no doubt that all the
technology we need is out there at prices that make sense if it is possible to find a way through these. We will need a
mixture of local and national engagement, goodwill and imagination for this - I know we have this locally, but nationally...?
A final thought: If your household gets all its electricity from a ‘green’ supplier (good!), why are you paying increased
prices due to the rise in the cost of gas? Here are two links to explain this:
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2022/jan/22/energy-bills-i-got-a-green-deal-so-why-am-i-paying-eye-watering-sums
https://theconversation.com/renewables-are-cheaper-than-ever-so-why-are-household-energy-bills-only-going-up-174795

Even though renewable electricity is cheaper to produce than electricity from gas, the cost on our bills is at the same level
as gas. This is because the energy market is driven by a pricing model that combines them, and charges at the highest rate.
Ofgem as regulator would have the power to split the market into two -- one for fossil-generated electricity and one for
renewables. It would be interesting to see how these two markets worked alongside each other and which attracted the
most investment and momentum.

February Zero Hero - Caroline Talbot
Our Zero Hero this month is the lovely Caroline Talbot,
who is founder of Mossy Life - Shropshire’s Local
Green Guide. It’s well worth a look if you’re trying to
find green product alternatives and events that are
happening locally. https://mossy.life/
Where in Shropshire do you live?
Shrewsbury born, I have lived in Telford for most of my
life. I work in Weston-Under-Redcastle near Wem.
Why did you get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire?
I am passionate about supporting sustainable living
within all walks of life and love to help Shropshire
residents find ways of living a more planet friendly
lifestyle. It was great to find an organisation working
towards the same goals.
What have you done since joining?
Although I have not had the time to join in many of the meetings or projects, I focus any time I do have on sharing Zero
Carbon Shropshire’s news and events to a wider audience. Hopefully helping to raise awareness and encourage more
people to get involved.
What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire?
My day job is part time Commercial Manager at Hawkstone Park Follies, at the same time as raising an active toddler who
likes to keep me on his toes! Alongside this I run Mossy.Life Shropshire’s Green Directory and Events Guide. It is a website
that aims to connect local environmentally conscious businesses and organisations to Shropshire residents. The idea is
to provide a free hub of information, making it easy for people to become more sustainable in everyday living, as well as
supporting the local economy and encouraging more businesses to take steps towards greener working practices. We love
to share news, tips and tricks, events and businesses, so if you have anything you want to shout about, please let us know!
What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint?
At home we are keen on reducing single use waste wherever possible. We shop at a local refill shop using our own
containers and reusable bags. Our toddler has been exclusively brought up in reusable cloth nappies, saving thousands of
disposable nappies from landfill. Fresh fruit and veg is bought based on its seasonality and lack of packaging. Our energy
comes from green energy sources, and our home runs on a smart heating system and is fully fitted with low energy lights.
We are also lucky enough to be able to swap out our old car to an electric car in the near future.
On Mossy.Life we have recently done a 30 Day Sustainability Challenge showcasing 30 different environmental swaps you
can make. They are all based on swaps and ideas my husband and I have done in our own home and work lives.
Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger?
Yes, I spent most my childhood outdoors in the local woods near to where I lived. Now visiting the same area there are
noticeable reductions in bird, mammal and invertebrate life in the area. The amount of woodland has also significantly
decreased in areas near to where I live, and litter is rife in most areas. The biggest change relating to the natural world
though, is the lack of knowledge and appreciation that most people seem to have. I was lucky enough to be immersed in it
from a young age, but so many people nowadays seem to lack the connection and passion about the environment around
them.
What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world?
Reduce. We need to stop using resources as if they are never ending. Whether it is plastic bags and bottles, food that
is thrown in the bin, the latest fashion, or lights left on when not needed - we need everyone to get into the habit of
reduction. If we all just stopped to rethink before buying something new, or before throwing something in the bin, we could
collectively make a huge difference.

Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the
climate and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an
adequate response to the emergency. Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on
our website at www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media.

