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GREEN NEWS
The latest news and events from Zero Carbon Shropshire

We hope you enjoy this month's Green News. There is
another of our popular quizzes where you can test your
knowledge about Peat, news of how Generation Zero Carbon
is getting on one year on and a reply to last month's article
about the future of sustainable transport in Shropshire.
And of course find out more about many of the great events
being planned for May. You can even have a go at being
Global Minister for Future Generations in the Financial
Times' "Climate Game" to see if you can keep Earth's CO2
levels within habitable levels by 2050 - just for fun of course!
Remember - if you'd like to contribute to future editions, please
let us know - all ideas welcome!

Peat Quiz
1 Peat is a great carbon sink. How much more carbon does
peat store than woodland?
a) 2x
b) 8x
c) 20x
d) 36x
2 Peat has an important role in preventing flooding. What
percentage of peat is actually water?
a) 30%
b) 50%
c) 75%
d) 90%
3 Peat contributes to climate science via pollen analysis.
This is also known as:
a) Petrology
b) Palynology
c) Phytology
d) Pomology
4 Which of these rare plants and animals can still be found
on peatbogs in Shropshire?
a) Great Raft Spider
b) White Faced Darter Dragonfly
c) Lesser Bladderwort
d) All of the above
5 How many archaelogical sites in Britain are thought to be
under peat?
a) 2,500
b) 12,000
c) 22,500
d) 100,000
5 Between 2011 and 2020 how many cubic metres of peat
have been used in gardens and horticulture?
a) 1 Million b) 5 Million
c) 10 Million
d) 16.5 Million
(source: Plantlife Magazine Spring 2022)
Clue: Read the March Blog post "For Peat's Sake" on our
website for the answers!

How you can help to save our precious peatlands
If you've read our recent blog on the website you will be aware of the multiple ways in
which peat is a wondrous substance that benefits humans, wildlife and the planet alike.
Pretty much everyone agrees that we need to save peat wherever it occurs. However, it's
not just a case of protecting peatlands and the carbon sink will be fine, because many
peatlands are badly degraded due to irrigation, agriculture and peat extraction or they are
huge areas of grouse estates where peat is drained and vegetation burned annually,
allowing severe erosion and drying out of the peat and destruction of other biodiversity.
The result of this is that most peatlands in the UK are net carbon emitters, and are in urgent
need of restoration, rewetting and rewilding so that the Sphagnum moss that creates the
peat can return to healthy conditions for it to regenerate the peatlands.
Yet peat is STILL under threat despite years of campaigning by many organisations to stop
it being used for gardens and horticulture. Voluntary targets for retailers have been
ineffective - according to Plantlife, in 2019 peat was still making up 40% of all "composts"
sold in shops and garden centres and the situation got much worse during the height of the
Covid pandemic in 2020 and 2021 - we are pretty much back to where we were in 2011.
There are now moves to ban the sale of peat completely in England and Wales by 2024 but
there is no guarantee that the goalposts won't be moved yet again allowing the destruction
to continue. We are desperate for legislation, and it would undoubtedly help, but a ban on
all peat extraction in Ireland recently simply resulted in peat being sourced from elsewhere
in the world instead (eg Estonia), completely defeating the object of the exercise.
At the end of the day, the Customer is King. As long as there is demand for peat, companies
will find a way to sell it. So, for a while longer at least, the impetus must come from us Consumers. When you go to a garden centre, or supermarket or shop looking for compost,
ASK - ask to speak to a manager about the contents of the bags they sell. Ask what their
policy is. Ask for peat-free. And make a point of not buying from there if the answers show
an indifferent attitude towards this precious resource.
Peatfree.org.uk has issued a joint statement signed by many organisations, companies and
individuals who support Peat Free, and suggests a social media campaign tagging
#PeatFreeHeroes and #PeatVillains that you can take part in.
Learn more about the issues around peat:
Re-peat
The Wildlife Trusts
Shropshire Meres & Mosses and the Boglife Project
National Trust
Natural England
Plantlife

Earth Day on 22 April Marks Generation Zero
Carbon Shropshire's One Year Anniversary
It has been an amazing first year for us and we couldn’t be prouder of what we have achieved. GZCS
aims to empower and engage Shropshire’s future decision makers to reduce the county’s emissions
to net zero by 2030. As part of this we have run several events and social media campaigns to get
people talking about the climate crisis and what we as Shropshire’s youth can do about it.
In the summer of 2021 GZCS ran workshops to encourage younger children to get involved with
climate discussions and discover what they can do to reduce the amount of single-use plastic in our
county. Shropshire Libraries invited us to get involved in the National Summer Reading Challenge
and we created a workshop based around the children’s book, “A Planet Full of Plastic” by Neal
Layton.
In preparation for COP 26 the GZCS Team appeared on BBC Radio Shropshire to discuss what the
COP26 summit means to young people in Shropshire. We also, along with a group of other volunteer
organisations in Shropshire, signed an open letter to the Prime Minister calling for urgent action on
the climate crisis.
Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire also participated in the Tech 7 Conference which took place in
June 2021. This event focused on how technology can help us tackle climate change and Generation
Zero Carbon Shropshire took part by virtually going into schools across the county with a video and
a lesson plan talking about the importance of getting to net zero by 2030.
In September 2021, we ran a clothing swap shop in Shrewsbury Quarry as part of the Shropshire
Loves Nature Festival, to raise money for Cuan Wildlife Refuge and let people know how to more
sustainably buy and dispose of their clothes! It was a great success, and we’d just like to again thank
everyone who came along to learn from and support us!
So what's next for us at Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire?
On the 28th of May 2022, we’ll be running a stall as part of the Next Generation Fair at Craven Arms
near Shrewsbury and Ludlow, so feel free to come along and say hello! Meanwhile, July/August will
mark our second annual clothes swap as part of Shropshire Love Nature Festival 2022! We’re really
looking forward to meeting old and new faces at each of these events, and we hope you’ll come
along to support us and see how you can do your part for sustainability in Shropshire!

Come and Meet Us!
Zero Carbon Shropshire has gone through lots of changes
recently including gaining Charity Status and we are proud
to announce that we are holding our very first Annual
General Meeting on Saturday 7th May 2022.
This is an opportunity to meet our new Trustees, and to
find out more about how you can get involved with Zero
Carbon Shropshire (ZCS).
We are pleased to announce that Jenny Roquette will be
joining us to speak about the Shropshire Good Food
Partnership. As a founding director, Jenny has played a
leading role in setting up the partnership, promoting local
sustainable food.
We’ll have information available on all our working groups
and projects, and there will be plenty of time to meet
members of our working groups to find out more about
what they do.
We’ll aim to keep the business aspects of the meeting
brief, so that we all have more time for networking.
Here are the details:
Date: Saturday 7th May
Time: 10am until noon
Venue: United Reformed Church, Shrewsbury, SY3 7BJ

Why not join us? If you are a young person passionate about climate change and making a difference
in Shropshire. We are a warm and friendly organisation and we’re always excited to welcome new
members!
Whether you have lots of time to spare to get involved or have an awesome idea about achieving a
sustainable Shropshire or just want to find out a bit more about us, reach out using our contact
details below! We’d love to hear from you.
Email- generationzerocarbon@gmail.com Facebook - Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire
Instagram - @genzerocarbon
Twitter - @ZeroShropshire

For more details, and to register, go to:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/come-and-meet-ustickets-322144401577

Shropshire & Telford falling behind when it comes to net zero transport plans
A response by Michael Willmott to last month's article - perhaps we are
NOT leading the way after all!
In some administrative areas Shropshire and Telford are doing well in their
contributions to achieving a net zero carbon target. Shropshire did declare a
climate emergency in May 2019; Telford in July 2019. But these resolutions
only cover committing to achieving net zero carbon by 2030 in the Council's
controlled operations and activities. They do not cover actions – or lack of
actions – to support county residents achieving the same goals in their own
activities, nor do they cover capital projects controlled – to a degree – by the
Authorities’ planning processes.
Yes, Shropshire has been successful in being a pilot authority for Agile
Streets (funded by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy, BEIS): 100 new on-street Connected Kerb EV chargers will be
installed as part for the project on the streets of East Lothian, Glasgow,
Hackney and Shropshire. In the UK, about 40% of people do not have any
off-street EV charging options like a driveway, highlighting the critical need
for on-street residential infrastructure and options that are cheaper than
current public charging points.
Yes, Telford was an early adopter of a Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan, published September 2017; Shropshire’s LCWIP is still
being worked on.
These are positive initiatives, but sadly there are many other steps which
more committed authorities are taking. Here are just a few:
• Herefordshire Council is leading the way with its cancellation of the
Hereford bypass and a funding package for walking, cycling and public
transport. On its own admission Shrewsbury’s North West relief Road, with
its substantial embedded carbon, brings a significant penalty to the 2030
county carbon neutral goal
• Wales is leading the way with a commitment to reduce car traffic by 20%.
Across the border, no such target has been set by Shropshire or Telford
• Oxfordshire County Council is leading the way with its plan to eliminate 1 in
4 car trips. Sadly, much of the new building in both Shropshire and Telford
fails the Transport for New Homes ‘Building Car Dependency’ report criteria.
This report [https://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/] shows that many
new housing developments located in the countryside or on the margins of
towns are adding to congestion, carbon emissions and are trapping
communities into car-dependency because of inadequate bus services, cycle
routes and even, in some, poor pedestrian access; an increase in car trips is
an inevitable consequence.

• York station frontage improvement scheme which has just got
underway is to provide an improved transport interchange, as well as
revamping the public space around the station. The scheme aims to
encourage more people to walk, cycle and use public transport to access
the station. The Shrewsbury Big Town Plan currently includes an
uncertain movement strategy and there is continuing concern that less
than full commitment is being given to a revamped bus station with easy
access to the rail station along with other measures to reduce car use in
the town centre area.
• Many local authorities have adopted wide area 20mph speed limits on
the majority of residential roads. This policy is now in place for the
whole of Wales and Herefordshire and it replaces a proportion of short
car trips with walking and cycling trips. This reduces carbon emissions. 8
town councils in Shropshire have supported this policy and requested
that Shropshire Council adopt 20mph best practice. Shropshire Council
has rejected the wide area 20mph policy
So our message to Shropshire & Telford is that you have made a tentative
start on the road to carbon zero but there is much, much more to be
done. We need to be adopting best practice policies in many more areas
of transport planning as other authorities are doing.
If faced with the emergency of our home burning down, we don’t shrug
and act as if nothing is amiss; nor should we in the face of the global
climate emergency.

News and Events
Job Opportunity!
Shropshire Wildlife Trust is looking for a new
Community Empowerment Manager
Salary: £29,449 to £30,078 + mileage allowance
Location: Shrewsbury, Shropshire – Agile working
Permanent, Full Time
Closing Date: 5pm on 5th May 2022
Interview Date: 13th or 16th May 2022
As our Community Empowerment Manager your
mission will be to nurture and empower the
communities which make up the fabric of local areas.
You will enable people to help themselves through a
series of facilitated and sustainable activities leading
to a ripple effect of people taking action for nature
and the climate.
In May keep an eye on our website and social
media so as not to miss an event postponed
from 6th Apr 2022 entitled: How do we
Engage, Empower and Excite the Public
about Home Renovation?
This fascinating talk by George Marshall has
been organised by ZCS Buildings Working
Group. It will be at Evora Edge’s Knowledge
Hub in the Pump House, Shrewsbury as well as
broadcast via zoom. Places are limited
(especially in person) so please sign up as soon
as the link is released!

Just for fun, why not try your
hand at the Financial Times'
clever little Climate Game?
Click this Pic to see if YOU
can save the planet...!

Next Generation Fair
Sustainable Living Expo
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
Craven Arms, May 28th, 11am - 4pm

Naturalist, Presenter
and National Treasure
Chris Packham is
urging you to take
part in Greenpeace's
Big Plastic Count.
Join us from 16 - 22
May and together we'll
uncover the truth
about how much we
throw away and what
happens to it, and
prove bold action is
needed to solve our
plastic problem.

The Next Generation Fair is the perfect event for all
generations to discover how to live more sustainably whilst
having lots of family fun - and it's FREE!
We have brought together charities, groups and
organisations from all over Shropshire who are keen to share
ideas about how families can work together to reduce their
carbon footprint at home, at work and in school. Whether
you are concerned about protecting Shropshire’s
biodiversity, reducing household waste, or just want to learn
some new ways to do your bit to safeguard the world for the
next generation, you will find it here.
Our love of fast fashion and throw away living is having a
huge impact on our planet. Why not bring along some preloved clothes, toys or books and visit our clothes, children’s
books and toys swap. Leave with something new to you
without paying a penny. Or make a donation if you prefer. If
you are considering making the jump to an electric vehicle,
visit our EV exhibition to find out more from dealerships and
current EV owners.
We have packed the grounds behind the iconic Shropshire
Hills Discovery Centre with family entertainment including a
climbing tower, a bouncy castle, children’s play area and ice
cream van. Music, dance and singing offers a full day’s
programme on our stage whilst your pampered pooch can
enter the dog show with classes for every type. Just £2 per
class, the show starts at 12 noon.
Food and drink are on sale or bring a picnic and enjoy the
stunning Onny meadows.
Parking will be off the A49 just south of the Discovery
Centre building, or in Craven Arms.

Meet our April
Zero Hero

Have you noticed changes in the
natural world since you were
younger?
Yes, lots unfortunately. The main one

Our Zero Hero this month is
Sally Lancaster from
Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire

would be the weather. Heatwaves in
the summer have been more and more
common with record-breaking
temperatures every year. Also, when it
rains it seems to flood more easily and
I've noticed plants and animals coming

Where in Shropshire do you live?

What do you do outside of Zero

out at the wrong time of year as they

Telford

Carbon Shropshire?

are confused by the temperature

I love nature and being outdoors so

change.

Why did you get involved with Zero

spend a lot of time walking my

Carbon Shropshire?

Labrador Olly in the lovely countryside

What’s the most important thing

As the climate crisis has worsened over

we have in Shropshire. I also create and

people can do to reduce their impact

the years I’ve felt more and more upset

sell greetings cards and do other crafts

on the natural world?

about what is happening both locally and

like crochet and cross stitch and I play

Just take a moment to think about the

globally and started to develop climate

the piano.

environment before every decision

anxiety. I decided to join Generation Zero

Join the
movement

they make. The planet needs to be as

Carbon so that I could feel like I was

What do you do to reduce your

important to people, politicians and

actually doing something to help.

carbon footprint?

businesses as money and profit. For

I'm very conscious of minimising my

example, think twice before buying

What have you done since joining?

waste. I recycle as much as possible

anything: do you really need it? Is

My main role is in outreach and social

including food waste and collecting all

there an eco-friendly alternative?

media. During the summer holidays I

my plastic that can't be recycled at the

Think about every single thing you

helped deliver sessions for children at

kerbside to take to the supermarket

throw away: can it be reused or

Shropshire libraries educating them

each week where they collect it. I also

recycled? Think twice before driving

about plastic. I also helped organise and

stopped drinking bottled water and I

your car: could you walk/cycle or take

run a successful clothes swap event for

try not to put my heating on as much

public transport?

young people in Shrewsbury and I

as possible and wear a dressing gown

regularly create social media posts

instead.

Could you be our next Zero Hero?

including most recently a Christmas eco

We'd love to interview you -

advent calendar.

get in touch with us here.

Zero Carbon Shropshire is
part of a co-ordinated and
collaborative response to
the climate and ecological
crisis at a local level.
Please help us by
encouraging your friends
and family to sign the
pledge on our website and
connecting on social media.

