JANUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER
WELCOME TO 2021!
Check out this amazing picture of Severn Walk,
Shrewsbury taken on 21 January 2021 by Lee
Roberts when Storm Christoph brought crazy
weather to our fair county town.
It’s a timely reminder of why we are doing this
- working together to find ways to stabilise the
world’s climate before 2030 - hopefully before
any climactic tipping points are reached.
Our hearts go out to those affected by the
flooding....
The BIG NEWS of course is that the beginning of the month brought the
release of our much-awaited

Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan

Have you seen it yet? It’s right here on our website:
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Zero-CarbonShropshire-Plan.pdf
or if you’re pushed for time, there’s a shorter version - our “Call to Action” here:
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Zero-CarbonShropshire-A-Call-to-Action.pdf
The Plan is formally launched on 25 January and hopefully you’ll be seeing
and hearing more about it in the news (Shropshire Star) and on the radio and
possibly even on the TV in the coming days.

It’s all one massive unsolvable problem... :-(

Or is it?

It’s all about rethinking how we use the resources around us to make better use of them and reduce waste after all, we only have one planet to live on.
So with a New Year upon us, let’s all make our primary resolution to be kinder to Mother Earth. Here are a few ideas
for changes we can all make pretty much immediately, to contribute towards a lower carbon future full of abundant
wildlife and nature for us all. As Greta Thunberg famously said: “No-one is too small to make a difference”.

Eat less meat and dairy
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Dust off your bicycle!

Not only is it healthier for us individually, but if we all cut down on eating meat
to no more than once or twice a week it would make a HUGE difference to our
carbon footprint as a country. If you’re not ready to go the whole hog (‘scuse the
pun) and go vegan yet, start with some easy veggie recipes like these on the BBC
website: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/easy-vegetarianrecipes. The BBC has investigated the issue in depth and you can find out more
here: www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/meat_environment and Horizon on BBC2 at
the start of Jan covered it in “Feast to Save the Planet”
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000qzyd - well worth the watch.

As the year goes on and the weather becomes milder resolve to use your bike
for short journeys - you will feel fitter, more energised and it will improve your
mental health as well. Still need a bit of encouragement? Shropshire Cycle Hub
(https://www.shropshirecyclehub.uk) is here for you.

Switch utilities to a Green energy supplier

Fossil fuel companies think with their pockets. Switching your
supplier sends them the message loud and clear that we no longer
want dirty energy, directing your hard-earned money towards
projects that benefit the environment instead. Take care not to
swallow any greenwash – some big companies boast that they
use 100% “renewable” energy but they rely heavily on “biomass”.
Biomass is a fancy name for wood, often pelleted to make it easy to
transport long distances – like across the Atlantic Ocean having been
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derived from chopping down virgin forests in the USA and destroying
biodiversity into the bargain. Take a look at the Biofuelwatch website to get more informed about this issue: https://
www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/ And to find your most cost-effective green energy supplier, we highly recommend the
Money Saving Expert website: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/energy/ - have fun choosing!

Plan your next holiday as a “flight-free” one

As a nation, we’ve got used to flying and sometimes take it for
granted, but one of the biggest differences you can make to your
carbon footprint is to choose NOT to fly. Challenge yourself to find a
way of getting where you want to go overland. After all, the journey
is as important as the destination - you will inevitably meet lots of
interesting people and see things that you would never have seen
from 10,000 ft in the air. Take a look at this informative website for
practical information on this subject: http://www.seat61.com
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Look at using solar power, air/ground source heat pumps and
insulating your home

The Green Homes Grant from the Government is available to make this more
affordable. Homeowners in England can get up to £5,000 in vouchers to
make their homes more energy efficient. This can help pay for insulation,
double glazing and more. When the scheme first launched in September last
year, there was a tight six-month deadline to get any work done, but it has
since been extended until 31 March 2022. It’s a bit convoluted to apply so
the best thing is to learn more about it first via the Money Saving Expert site:
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/utilities/green-homes-grant/
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Change to an electric car

The Government has decreed that no more fossil fuel cars can be sold in
this country after 2030 and electric cars are understandably getting more
popular. At the moment, they are still rather expensive to buy new, but
keep an eye out for 2nd hand ones - range can be slightly lower as they
rely on older technology, but if you’re mainly an around-town type-of
driver, they are ideal as they regenerate energy upon braking – you can
sometimes even get to your destination with more miles left on the clock
than you started with! And the best bit – you’ll NEVER have to buy petrol
or diesel again! Here’s a little reading on the subject: http://www.whatcar.
com/best/best-electric-cars-2020/n17000
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Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the
climate and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an
adequate response to the emergency. Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on
our website at www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media

