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It’s been a year since we wrote the Zero Carbon Shropshire plan, and
looking back on 2021 it’s amazing to see how much we’ve achieved since
then. We’ll be featuring some our successful projects in this and future
newsletters.
The real highlight of this year though has been the outstanding work
of our volunteers across the county. Everywhere you look across
Shropshire, local people and organisations are taking action on climate
change and to improve the natural environment. It’s great to think that
we’ve played some part in that. While as a county we are still a long way away from taking
all the actions needed, the attitude and commitment of our volunteers and partners gives us hope
that by working together we can overcome the challenges ahead!
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all our volunteers and partners for the work you’ve done this
		
year, and wish you and your families a happy Christmas and New Year!
Chris Deaves (Chair of our Trustees)
David Matthews (ZCS Programme Manager)
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The Shropshire Love Nature Festival 2022 is on its way. Hurray!!

Young Ramblers Litter Pick

Thank you to everyone who supported us last year, and who helped
to make the festival such a success. We had over 40 events running
across the County, from community food growing to countryside
nature walks; bug tasting to butterflies, bat watching to bird
spotting, verge regeneration to village fairs......
This time we are gearing up early! We are in the process of
getting our website up which will highlight this years’ events and
participants, and also look forward to next year.
In 2022 we are aiming to highlight the links between the
crisis in Nature and food/farming – we are in a heavily
agricultural county after all. The aim is to try and get

people to understand the links and
to see how they can contribute to making things better.
A serious message, but we hope to
also present the positive story that great things are
happening in this area in Shropshire –
the new Shropshire Good Food Partnership, meadow
and verge restoration, organic and
regenerative farming, peat restoration, community food
production etc, etc.
And of course we will be hoping to inform about and celebrate our wonderful wildlife and biodiversity, the people who
are protecting and enhancing it, and what we can all do to help.
We would very much like you to join us in our second year to make the festival bigger and better and to reach people
throughout the county.
Join in:
1. Talk to us about running an event in your community and how we can support you in doing this.
2. Get involved as a festival volunteer - contact us to find out about the range of roles available.
3. Consider becoming a Festival Sponsor, to help establish this festival firmly as part of Shropshire’s regular yearly cycle of
events.
Contact: shropshirelovenature@gmail.com

One ZCS Member’s EV Experience...
We bought, or rather leased, our first electric car recently and we thought our experience might be of interest to others thinking of
taking the plunge.
It wasn’t an easy decision. We had a small diesel car which was running well and which produced less than 100gm CO2 per kilometre.
So it was road tax free and could even be used in the ultra-low emission zone (ULEZ) in London. We were also conscious that
tons of CO2 are produced in the making of a new vehicle, and that generating the electricity to charge an electric car produces the
equivalent of 20gm of CO2 per kilometre. But in the end we decided that we are all going to have to drive electric cars and that
providing we used a renewable electricity supplier we would be doing the right thing.
Next problem was – what car? Of course the main thing to think about is how far will it run on a fully charged battery.
Unfortunately all the manufacturers overstate the range of their electric cars. So it is helpful to find a ‘real world’ estimate of range
on the internet. That range is further reduced according to your driving style, weather conditions, the number of passengers, and use
of the heater.
Several other things affected our choice. Firstly we couldn’t afford the really long range electric cars like the Tesla, and secondly there
is a long wait for certain brands at the moment – for instance 6 months for the VW ID3. We also like a car with a stylish look that really narrowed the choice!
In the end we decided that 90% of our journeys are less than 90 miles so we went for an electric Fiat 500 (with a 42 kWh
battery) which has a manufacturer’s range of 190 miles and a real world range of about 120 miles. We read that because electric car
technology is improving so rapidly it was better not to buy but to take out a personal contract plan. So we used our diesel car as a
deposit (used cars are attracting a premium at the moment) and signed a contract to pay £300 per month. At the end of three
years we can either buy the car (at its value then) or return it and start again with a newer model.
How has it been? Well overall we are very pleased with it. The first thing to realise is that all electric cars are automatics. If you’ve
never driven an automatic before it takes a bit of getting used to. At first it’s very easy to put your clutch pedal foot down on the
brake pedal – thus surprising the car behind you and your passenger! Secondly you do definitely think about fuel ie battery charge
much more than with internal combustion car. But slowly we are gaining confidence and extending the length of our journeys.
The car came with a lead which allows charging from a domestic wall socket. This worked well enough but a full charge took about
12hrs. So we had a charge point put in. These come in three ‘strengths’ and we chose the most popular – 7kW . There was a 3-4
week wait but we can now charge much more quickly. In due course we will be able to charge the battery overnight at off peak rates.
We were eligible for a Government grant towards the cost of the charge point, but be aware that these grants come to an end in
March 2022.
So in conclusion it has been a good experience. We make 90% of our journeys in the electric car and can now do so with a relatively
clear conscience. We have however kept a small petrol car for very long journeys across country. Hopefully that will not be necessary in
2-3yrs time when battery technology has improved.

Make Your New Year More Sustainable
Whether you regularly make resolutions at New Year or not, why not switch to some
more sustainable ways of living and reduce your carbon footprint, saving yourself money
and improving your health as well?
Here are some suggestions:
BIG WINS
•
Insulate your home better (http://energysavingtrust.org.uk/insulating-your-homeback-to-the-basics/)
•
Have a flight-free year. Choose a holiday in the UK or take the ferry/tunnel to
Europe (have fun planning your trip on https://www.seat61.com/)
•
Switch to meat-free meals at least every other day https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
howto/guide/classic-recipes-minus-meat
•
Switch to a green energy supplier https://www.t3.com/features/best-green-energysupplier
•
Go electric or hybrid if you are changing your car - buy second hand if you can
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•
Switch to a more ethical bank such as Co-op or Triodos https://greenecofriend.
co.uk/ethical-banks-uk/
QUICK AND EASY WINS
•
Switch to soap and shampoo/conditioner bars and cut out plastic bottles in the bathroom
•
Stop buying coffee in disposable cups. Use the Shrewsbury Cup scheme (http://www.shrewsburycup.co.uk/) or take
your own cup when you go out
•
Turn down the thermostat by 1°c
•
Get your bike out, walk or use the bus for short journeys
•
Shop second hand and take unwanted items to the charity shop
•
Don’t buy bottled water
•
Buy local and organic
Make a few changes, get used to them and then see what else you could do. You could then report your efforts on
Commonplace! (https://shropshireclimateaction.commonplace.is/) Everyone in Shropshire needs to reduce their carbon
emissions if we are to reach net zero by 2030.

December Zero Hero - Michael Willmot
Where in Shropshire do you live? Shrewsbury, very near to Shirehall
Why did you get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire? Concern about climate
change of course, but also realisation that top down government edicts and legislation
will not be enough. There must be a bottom up movement as well – a significant
groundswell pressing local administrations and government to do more whilst also
challenging businesses, organisations and other individuals to make changes to reduce
both carbon emissions and the human impact on nature.
What have you done since joining? I‘ve chaired the Zero Carbon Shropshire
Transport Group and worked with others to encourage Shropshire Council to adopt
greener transport strategies. Inputs into Agile Streets, the government Bus Strategy ‘Bus
Back Better’ consultation and the Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plan are just
three examples.

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire? I’m retired but I work with a number of voluntary

organisations. Related to carbon reduction and climate change, I chair the North Staffordshire Community Rail Partnership
[www.northstaffsrail.org.uk] looking after railway stations on the line between Crewe and Derby (including Stoke where we
lived before moving to Shrewsbury). It also promotes rail travel, champions integrated public transport and encourages
people along the route and visiting the area to consider alternative transport modes, using a car only as a last resort.
I’ve also overseen the restoration of a derelict station building on a working railway station at Helmsdale in the far north of
Scotland [www.helmsdalestation.co.uk] and I manage the business. This is a not for profit community enterprise providing
holiday accommodation in the station and encouraging people to explore the north of Scotland by using trains, local buses,
e-bikes and community transport, rather than driving hundreds of miles to, from and around the North Coast 500. At the
same time the project provides some income for local community causes and promotes sustainable transport modes and
rail travel on The Far North Line [www.scotrail.co.uk/scotland-by-rail/great-scenic-rail-journeys/far-north-line-invernessthurso-wick].
What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint? I’m a keen cyclist, a Sustrans volunteer, and supporter of rail
travel (have you guessed!?). Also my wife and I are committed ‘recyclers’ and re-users. We enjoy living in a house in which
almost all the furniture has been handed down from previous generations. We take an active role in avoiding where we
can buying products in single use plastic or having travelled many (air) miles.
Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger? Growing up in the fifties I can
remember a world without single use plastics and with deposit paid returnable bottles and paper bags. Much less litter
and most of what there was, was biodegradable. Cars were scarce, roads were slow and the rail network extensive (preBeeching), although also slow. But an advantage of slow travel was that you only made long journeys that were really
necessary. Indeed my first job had a contract condition that you had to live less than ten miles away from the workplace.
None of the land grab required for six lane motorways had happened.
What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world? Immerse
yourself in TEA!! Travel responsibly, Eat sustainably & Avoid waste

Can I find out more about the work of the ZCS Transport Group?

There is some information on the ZCS website at https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/zcsplan/transport. We have a Zoom
meeting on Wednesday Jan 12th 2022, 2.00 – 3.00 pm to plan the Group’s actions for the year ahead. Please let me know
if you would be interested in joining in. I can be contacted on transport@zercarbonshropshire.org.

What’s On in January 2022
Would you like to have a say on our plan for Zero Carbon Shropshire? Do you think there are gaps in our approach?
Do you have ideas for improving the way we work?
We’ll be running a planning event (on-line) on January 27th from 7-9pm and you are welcome to join. We’ll be reviewing
what we’ve achieved so far, and what our priorities should be for the next steps. Please join us if you can.
You can find more details and sign up to attend the event at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/have-your-say-on-the-zero-carbon-shropshire-plan-tickets-230409179057
With Christmas over and new year’s resolutions made, you may be looking for something to do in January. This month
is Veganuary; the challenge is to try vegan meals or go vegan for 31 days. Find out more at www.veganuary.com or
www.vegansociety.com where you can find lots of helpful tips and recipes.
Spotting wildlife in the garden can lift the spirits especially in these short, dark days. If you fancy a bit of bird spotting, you
may be interested in taking part in the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch. A great way to spend an hour any time between 28th
and 30th January. Find out more at www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved.
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