OCTOBER 2021 NEWSLETTER
The Run-up to COP26
Shortly, the UK will be hosting the 26th Conference of the Parties
(COP26) on climate change in Glasgow. The event runs from 31st
October to 12th November, and there will be a lot of focus in
both national and local media throughout this period.
In the week leading up to COP26, Shropshire Radio will be
discussing the main factors that contribute to climate change,
featuring pioneers from our local communities who have already
taken action, and local experts discussing the key themes. So,
listen in to find out more about what’s happening in Shropshire.
With so much in the news, now is a great time to talk to your friends and family about what we can all do to help. The ZCS
Plan describes some simple steps that individuals, businesses, community groups, and government can take, and you may
find it helpful to refer to this.
It is also a good time to be raising concerns about the climate crisis and loss of nature with our local elected
representatives. With the UK hosting this important event, it’s vital that the UK shows leadership in tackling the issues
head on, and the more we encourage positive action, the better the prospects of success.
It’s very important too to get across the message that the crises we see in the climate and nature are closely interlinked, so
cannot be addressed in isolation. The Wildlife Trusts have put together a short explanatory video on COP26 which may be
helpful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mz9tgZYr1IM
We’re organising several events over the next few weeks too, and you can find the latest details on our Whats On page:
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/whats-on/

Shropshire business shows the way in tackling climate change
Businesses from across Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin met up in
late September to discuss a hot topic leading up to COP26 in Glasgow.
Climate change!
Recognising that this is a big ask for your average business, Aico, the
European market leader in home safety, partnered with Zero Carbon
Shropshire to run Zero Carbon Connect Live. The aim was to share
information about climate change and damage to nature, how it
relates to business and provide practical steps all businesses can take
to reduce their negative impact.
The day was a roaring success! We talked, we listened, we enjoyed
ourselves. And, after learning just how deep the hole is we are all in, we got on to practical solutions and left having
learned a lot and feeling a lot more positive. For example, Aico, is switching its vehicle fleet from fossil fuels to electric
to reduce CO2 emissions, and has reviewed packaging to reduce waste and, coincidentally, save money. ZCS speakers
gave examples, such as having permeable car parks to reduce run off and flooding, and building roof gardens to provide
a pleasant place for employees to take a break and also increase habitat for wildlife. There was also an example of how
a company reduced costs and energy usage by fitting fans in the ceiling of warehouses to blow the warm air back down
where it’s needed instead of allowing it to escape through the roof.
Businesses were also shown a getting started guide containing some ‘no brainer’ actions that businesses could take, such
as switching to a renewable energy provider and changing banks to one that doesn’t invest in fossil fuels.
If you would like to get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire or learn more about help available to businesses in
Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin in becoming more sustainable, you can email admin@zerocarbonshropshire.org
Aico			
Centre for Alternative Technology		
Accelerated Success			
E4environment			
Sustainability West Midlands			

https://www.aico.co.uk/
https://cat.org.uk/
https://www.acceleratedsuccess.co.uk/
http://www.e4environment.co.uk/
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/

Halloween - Good or Evil? You choose...
by Deborah Murphy Please see the blog on our website for full article.
Did you know that Halloween is the second biggest event for decoration
sales in the UK after Christmas? Research estimates that 2000 tonnes
of plastic waste – the equivalent of 83 million bottles will be generated
from throwaway Halloween clothing sold by leading retailers in the UK
this year. (The Guardian, 17.10.2019, click link below to read)
Made of PVC and containing phthalate these flame retarding items will
be used for a few hours after which many will end up in landfill leaking
toxic chemicals into the environment. The same article reports that
an investigation by Hubbub found that ‘83% of the material used was
polluting oil-based plastic likely to end up in landfill.’
Alternatively, this is an excellent opportunity for families to talk about
the impact of Halloween on biodiversity and the climate. Planning ways
to still have fun whilst reducing your carbon footprint could be much more rewarding than just grabbing stuff off the
supermarket shelves.
The best thing about Halloween is the dressing up, right? Have you considered …
• Getting crafty and reshaping an old costume or making a brand new one out of old clothing or sheets.
• Having a costume swap with friends or asking school to host one in their break times.
• Painting faces and using up old makeup instead of buying a mask.
• If you decorate your doorstep with a carved pumpkin, this year consider purchasing a locally grown one to support small
independent shops instead of supermarkets.
• The flesh and seeds of pumpkins are edible - and actually delicious! Search the internet for a great pumpkin soup recipe
and share it with your friends.
• Compost the remains of your pumpkin – if you don’t have a composter ask a friend or neighbour who does if you can
throw it in theirs.
• Grow your own pumpkin for next year.
• Avoid using the plastic jack-o-lanterns for your little ones to collect their treats in. Try reusable shopping bags instead.
• Scour the internet for ideas on homemade decorations which children can get involved with. Old wool and materials can
often be found in charity shops. Old magazines, newspapers, sweet wrappers, containers etc can be turned into all sorts
with a bit of imagination.
• There are loads of recipes online for little treats such as bat-shaped biscuits and spider-topped buns. Again, children can
have a lot of fun making these things and parents have a better idea of what is going into what they are eating.
Yes, this can all take more time than a trip to the supermarket, but the benefits are HUGE. Talking to the younger
generations about why you are making these choices whilst you are busy making things can help them feel that they are
doing something to help the world and secure their future. A great gift to give our children!
To read the Guardian article click this link: https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2019/oct/18/scariest-thing-abouthalloween-is-plastic-waste-say-charities

Don’t Miss a Thing!
Sustainability and solving
the Climate Crisis are
top of everyone’s list
of Things-To-Do these
days. And there are a
huge number of events
coming up to help. Find
them all on our new
What’s On page https://
zerocarbonshropshire.org/
whats-on/
and join in!

October Zero Hero - Jess Walton
Where in Shropshire do you live?

I come from Lyneal by Colemere lake, but I am currently studying at Lancaster Uni.

Why did you get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire?

As a young person and former Politics and International Relations student I wanted
to make sure that I was involved in helping to tackle the climate crisis in my home
county. I wanted to apply what I had learnt in my degree to an active project and
make sure young people’s voices were represented in a local organisation.

What have you done since joining?

Since joining I have become one of the co-chairs of Generation Zero Carbon
Shropshire. As a group we represent the next generation of decision makers who will
have to live through the environmental crisis.

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire?

Being a passionate environmentalist, I am always looking for new ways to get
involved climate change activism. At university I was the Vice Chair of Edible Campus which is a green project for students
and external volunteers on the University’s campus. We grew our own food which we sold to students on campus as well as
lobbying for environmental causes in and around Lancaster University.
I have also volunteered for the Youth for the Wild project run by Shropshire Wildlife Trust. This aimed to educate young
people and encourage them to get out and explore the local green/wild spaces the county has to offer.
Currently I am studying for a Master’s in Political Ecology exploring the relationships between political, economic and social
factors within environmental issues such as climate change.

What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint?

As a student I cannot afford a car so I walk and cycle everywhere, I also recycle and do a lot of my clothes shopping at
second-hand stores, kilo sales (you pay by weight) and charity shops- I love a good bargain! I have also been vegan for over
a year now and for 6 years vegetarian before that. Since I don’t own a home or a car the food I purchase is the biggest way
I can personally reduce my carbon footprint.

Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger?

I grew up in Wem having never really lived anywhere I didn’t have access to parks or green fields I feel very privileged to
have grown up in a county as beautiful as Shropshire. My first exposure to how the natural world is changing was when a
new estate was built next to my house on the field my bedroom overlooked. This is a hard balance to strike between much
needed affordable housing and keeping our beautiful green spaces.

What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world?

I think the most important thing people can do is listen to others (especially young people!) and take on their ideas about
how to get out of this crisis. There is no time to waste, zero carbon by 2030 cannot just be an ambition: for all of our futures
it has to be a necessity.

Bits and Bobs
Radio Shropshire held a big discussion about the North West Relief Road on 18 October. Settle down with a cuppa for this
one - it’s nearly 2 hours long! https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09xpk7j
If you’ve been reading all of our Newsletters you’ll know about Bamber and Clarion the Polar Bear who are walking all the
way to Glasgow for COP26. Keep track of how they’re getting on here: https://clarionthebear.fish/clarions-progress/
And whatever you do, don’t forget the “Open Doors” event on 30 Oct. There are 15 houses signed up,
including air and ground source heat pumps, external and internal wall insulation, pv & solar thermal
and two new builds to passive house standards, something for everyone in other words! Not to be
missed.

As always, you can keep up with what’s going on on a day-to-day basis via the social media links below.

Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the climate
and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an adequate
response to the emergency. Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on our website at
www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media.

