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Zero Carbon Connect Live Event

Zero Carbon Shropshire (ZCS) are delighted to announce Zero Carbon Connect Live, a free event for businesses in 
Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin on Tuesday 28 September 2021 to be held at Aico offices in Oswestry. Aico, the 
European market leader in domestic Fire and Carbon Monoxide (CO) protection, signed the ZCS pledge a couple 
of months ago, having already started their sustainability journey, and are keen to encourage other businesses to 
reduce emissions and the impact they have on the environment.

The event will explore practical advice for implementing sustainable practices on the journey to become carbon 
neutral in Shropshire and will provide support and guidance for businesses and organisations of all sizes, across all 
sectors, in how to approach the challenge.

Lee Duffy, Operations Manager at Aico says:  We hope Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin businesses will join us for 
this very practical event featuring case studies and specialist keynote speakers aimed at helping them achieve zero 
carbon.

There will be a range of speakers, such as: Sue Burnell, Director at Accelerated Success and chair of the Enterprise 
Engagement Group at ZCS, who will share research conducted by the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) on the 
barriers to getting started with sustainability as a small business; Deb Cairns, Director at E4environment Ltd, who will 
tell us about biodiversity and sustainability; and Stewart Price, Scheme Manager at WERCS, who will tell us about 
waste compliance.

There will also be case study examples from businesses that have begun the journey and opportunities to network 
with other businesses and to get to grips with sustainability planning, supported by a route map to success tool and 
experts in the field.

Sue Burnell, chair of the ZCS Enterprise Engagement Group says:  At Zero Carbon Shropshire and Aico we are 
genuinely excited to be putting on this event for businesses. It will give them really practical support in their 
sustainability planning, as well as the opportunity to network with other businesses after a long time being unable to 
do this due to Covid’.   

Businesses can book their place at this free event via https://zerocarbonconnectlive.eventbrite.co.uk or you can just 
turn up on the day. Parking is available at the Aico offices and refreshments will be provided, including a buffet lunch.

Flyer for the event:
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/wp-content/uploads/Zero-Carbon-Connect-Live-Flyer.pdf

Aico website:  https://www.aico.co.uk/            Zero Carbon Shropshire website:  https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/ 

https://zerocarbonconnectlive.eventbrite.co.uk
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/wp-content/uploads/Zero-Carbon-Connect-Live-Flyer.pdf
https://www.aico.co.uk/
https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/


by Deborah Murphy   Please see the blog on our website for full article by clicking here.

Rising Climate Anxiety Amongst the Young - what to do?

Eco- or Climate Anxiety is a growing phenomenon, and 
understandably so. As alarming images of forest fires, flooding 
and wild weather flood our media platforms and news outlets 
zoom in on the forthcoming COP26 conference in Glasgow it is 
impossible for young people NOT to be deeply affected. 
The young feel unheard by adults and children are losing sleep.  
So how can you help the young people in your life navigate the 
complexities of our times?
1. Recognise and acknowledge their concerns. Help them 

to understand that their concern about the planet and its 
animals is the natural response of a caring person.

2. Help them to become informed and to pivot their knowledge towards the positive action taking place. Head to the 
library and use the internet to find out more about what can be done.

3. Support them in getting involved in activities that let them make a difference. Encourage them to join clubs and 
organisations like the Wildlife Trust and attend events like GenZero’s Clothes Swap earlier this month.

4. Let them know that you are prepared.
 Seeing images of homes under water in towns not far from where you live, or pictures of people who are fleeing from 

fires being rescued off the beaches of a country you have been on holiday in can be a cause of anxiety for a young 
mind. They will feel better if they know that you are prepared.

5. Finally, why not do the Newsround survey with your child and find out what they are thinking about climate change? 
They might just have some great solutions too.    https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51678449

Calling anyone who would like to be part of a commitment to our living, breathing Earth and the future of all life…

Bamber from Bishops Castle is undertaking a Climate Crisis Pilgrimage from South Shropshire to the COP26 climate talks 
that start on 1st November in Glasgow.  The unusual thing is that he will be accompanied by a ten foot high sculpture of a 
polar bear that he has made!

He’s called Clarion and is made from thin bamboo poles, willow withies and 
many layers of heavy duty tissue paper bonded together with waterproof PVA. 
He is carried on a palanquin. He ain’t heavy!

Please join Bamber and Clarion for a day of walking as they progress northward. 
They will be doing the whole 306 mile walk which will take 22 days and they are 
looking for people to join them for a day (or whatever you can manage) walking 
along footpaths, bridle paths, canal towpaths and B roads.

“The aim is to come together to walk, to talk, to connect with each other, and 
to connect with the landscape by moving through it slowly, admiring its beauty 
and grandeur. We will be positive and kind, we will smile and laugh while being 
serious and we will build active hope as we walk.

Walking to the climate talks will not change the world but I can think of nothing 
better to do to show the earnestness of my belief that we must learn to talk 
together and build community, only in Oneness will we make a better more just 
world.”

So, please consider coming along as a treasured, intrepid pilgrim.  Be assured 
that it will not be a shouty, banner waving demonstration.

To be a Pilgrim.... on the Road to COP26

Clarion and Bamber will be coming through Shropshire on these dates:
DAY 1 10TH October Bishop’s Castle to Longden
DAY 2 11TH October. Longden to Platt Lane
Clarion is a very modern bear. You can ring him on 07432 137034 and is on Instagram and Facebook as Clarion-the-bear
He also has a website: https://clarionthebear.fish

https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/2021/09/how-to-help-shropshires-younger-citizens-avoid-climate-anxiety/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51678449
https://clarionthebear.fish


Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the climate 
and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an adequate 

response to the emergency.  Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on our website at  
www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media.

Where in Shropshire do you live? 
Telford

Why did you get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire?
I was kindly suggested by Adrian Cooper to help the initial 
founding group.

What have you done since joining?
Regular Task Force and Steering group attendee, in addition to 
active Energy working group member.  ‘Devil’s advocate’ or ‘grit 
in the pearl’ approach to matters.

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire? 
Active for my sins in Transition Telford, Wellington LA21 group, 
Green Shropshire Xchange, Marches LEP Energy Strategy Steering 

Group, substitute member of Telford & Wrekin Climate Change Partnership (again, ‘Devil’s advocate’) and its Energy sub-
group, Telford Street Champion (but not a Climate Champion), Fleet driver for T&WC and (unbelievably) a part-time driving 
instructor.  A regular ‘pain in the neck’ on council policies – local planning, housing, transport policies, etc. 

What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint?
The obvious actions I guess, including litter picking (drinks cans, plastic and glass bottles) for recycling, supporting local 
shops (incl. charity), rail travel to Germany avoiding flying, minimising motor mileage by planning, investing in community 
owned renewable energy schemes, long standing customer and shareholder of Good Energy.  

Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger?
Yes, I think so, but no expert.  Fewer insects and less natural world.

What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world?
I guess maybe the hardest is to ‘live more simply that others may simply live’ which may originate with Mahatma Gandhi 
and earlier Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821).  Maybe everything else flows from that.  

Is there anything else you want to add?
It is frightening that I began this ‘journey’ in the 1979 General Election helping the Ecology Party (now Green Party) and I’m 
still working on the challenges.  Not a ‘hero’ but certainly a hard worker.

September Zero Hero - Robert Saunders

Bits and Bobs
Have you seen our new What’s On page on the website?  https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/whats-on/  Find out about and 
join in with events that SCAP/ZCS/GenZero and other organisations are holding around the county via our calendar.

Also on the website is “101 Things You Can Do To Tackle Climate Change And Reduce Your Impact On The 
Natural Environment” compiled by Accelerated Success  https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/wp-content/
uploads/101ThingsYouCanDoToTackleClimateChangeAndReduceYourImpactOnTheNaturalEnvironment.pdf

GenZero held a clothes swap event in Shrewsbury Quarry on 11 Sept. Here’s the Shropshire Star report: https://www.
shropshirestar.com/news/local-hubs/shrewsbury/2021/09/12/clothes-swap-held-to-highlight-fast-fashion/

Listen to Dr Julia Leventon (who is from Shrewsbury) talking about the the human and social aspects of the Climate Crisis 
on Radio Shropshire, approx 2 hours 7 mins in: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09v59zh

As always, you can keep up with what’s going on on a day-to-day basis via the social media links below.

Robert is second from right
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