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Shropshire Love Nature Festival Begins...

We are over 10 days into the Shropshire Love Nature Festival and we have had some 
amazing events, in spite of a little rain here and there. 

The Festival kicked-off on Saturday 14th August at Fordhall Farm with a Bug Hunt for kids 
which was well-attended and enormous fun by all accounts! 

There are plenty more events to join in with.                                                            
To see the full programme go to https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/2021/08/
shropshire-love-nature-festival-event-programme/       

One of these events is a guided walk round Hilley Farm to see sustainability in 
action on Monday 6th September at 10.00am or Friday 10th at 16.00. The walk 
will be led by Mandy Stoker, Director of E4environment Ltd, an environmental 
consultancy based on the farm. Mandy is currently completing a PhD in soil 
health.  https://www.facebook.com/events/4574423682592432/

This 200+ hectare farm experiences the full force of climate change with                                                                                           
increased flooding of fields. It is currently changing from beef cattle to dairy.

The farm embraces sustainability with solar panels on its farm buildings and 
has been involved in research in the use of cover crops. 4,500 trees have been 
planted on the farm for carbon sequestration, flood defence and biodiversity.

Mille Peach, Environmental student currently studying in Germany wrote this 
compelling article especially for the festival: ‘Soil: not just a pile of dirt!’ 

Fordhall Farm

Hilley Farm

“Soils are much more than just dirt. They are complex and dynamic systems, teeming with life. Diverse communities 
coexist, made up of organisms such as bacteria, fungi, nematodes, insects, and larger fauna such as mice and moles. 
They burrow, dig, and tunnel around one another, transforming the earth around them.”

To read the full article go to: https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/2021/08/soil-not-just-a-pile-of-dirt/

It felt weirdly deceitful, making our way to the 
clandestine encounter with a double-agent ...
I’ll stop there. It never happened. I’m afraid those 
are the flights of fancy you have after 18 months in 

AICO Sign the Pledge!

lockdown, communicating via laptop apps and saying ‘You’re on mute!’ more times than you can count. It was odd though, 
and maybe a bit magical, for my business partner and I taking our first trip out to a face-to-face meeting in a very long 
time.
We were representing Zero Carbon Shropshire on a visit to our most recent business sign-up, AICO (https://www.aico.
co.uk/), a leading fire and carbon monoxide protection company, based in Oswestry. We’d connected with Lee Duffy, 
Operations and Learning & Development Manager, following the online sign-up and he’d invited us to take a look round 
their new premises.
What?!! No Zoom?!! It was hard to resist. And when Lee also promised us coffee and biscuits, we simply had to go.
We were all suitably masked and kept our distance and Lee showed us round and told us what AICO has done so far in 
reducing its carbon footprint. Quite a lot, it turns out, such as reviewing the energy usage of business operations, reducing 
the carbon footprint of products, eliminating waste from product packaging and electrical equipment, and continuing to 
improve the energy efficiency of headquarters. AICO has also rewilded the few acres outside the building in Oswestry, 
making it a pleasant place for employees to spend their breaks and also improving biodiversity – Lee did admit that this 
was more by accident than design so far but they are now planning to manage the rewilding process more closely.
We were also delighted to hear that AICO intend to encourage suppliers and other businesses to take on the zero carbon 
2030 challenge, meaning they will be helping to reduce the emissions and damage to the environment far beyond the 
company itself.    Great stuff! Watch this space!
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Commonplace is Coming....

So - what is it?
Commonplace is an online community engagement platform - gathering views and suggestions for local action. It allows 
organisations to tell people about what they are doing or planning to do, and asks them for their opinions, using mapping 
and targeted questioning. 

How does it work?
It’s an easy to navigate website with a direct link to the SCAP page (not yet live). There is space for content about each 
working group’s activities, as well as space for partners who want to promote an event or project. Users can explore 
different topics and then feed back their opinions, rate priorities and offer suggestions. They can also use the community 
map to pinpoint a comment or suggestion, e.g. identifying the location of a problem cycle route.

SCAP will receive demographic data on who is engaging, which can also help to target specific groups in our community.

How can I get involved?
If you are involved in a working group, think about your consultation needs and get in touch.  The site should be going live 
soon. 

Commonplace will only be useful if lots of different people use it. Share the site with your friends, colleagues, family and 
neighbours.

If you are planning a local event, can you spread the word, especially amongst those who might be less digitally literate or 
able to access the site. How about having a laptop available with our Commonplace site open, and someone on hand to 
guide visitors through it?

If you want to do more, come and join the small team of editors. Contact Julie.howe@outlook.com for more information.

Shrewsbury Green Doors is back with an event on Sat 30th Oct 2021, from 10 till 4
Shrewsbury Green Doors operates like an open gardens event, but with green building as the theme.  We are currently 
looking for building owners within an 8 mile radius of Shrewsbury who’d like to take part.  An info sheet is prepared for 
each property for handing out, with building owners answering questions on what they’ve done and why, what went well, 
how they would do things differently next time.  The aim is to get a mix of properties showing different improvement pos-
sibilities, including everything from cavity and solid wall insulation, green roofs and heat pumps, to whole house retrofit 
and passive house new build. This real life experience is very important for people who are trying to decide what they can 
do to green their homes and reduce their carbon emissions.
Please email info@shrewsburygreendoors.co.uk for more information.         
www.shrewsburygreendoors.co.uk

And of course put the date in your diary!

From the Buildings Working Group

An appeal for consultees for Shropshire’s Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) and LTP4.  Shropshire plans 
to produce six LCWIPs for the six largest towns:  Bridgnorth, Ludlow, Market Drayton, Oswestry, Shrewsbury, Whitchurch.  
Rose Dovey, Shropshire Council Active Travel Officer is appealing for people with local knowledge who would be happy 
to be consulted by the consultants devising these plans, when appointed – especially pedestrians, cyclists and those with 
knowledge of the mobility needs of the disabled .  If you would like to be a consultee, please enter your name and email 
address in the table at https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cqWjLg3rr8TQ4x31diMNob-bsOVF68CB/edit.  If you do not 
live in any of the six LCWIP towns, do still add your name in the ‘Other areas’ section as there will be wider consultations 
for the other sections of LTP4.  Do add your name if others have already signed up ‘in your box’.  Please pass this message 
on to anyone you know who might be interested in being a consultee.

From the Transport Working Group
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Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the climate 
and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an adequate 

response to the emergency.  Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on our website at  
www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media.

Where in Shropshire do you live?       Shrewsbury

Why did you get involved with Zero Carbon Shropshire?
In a former life I was an Ecologist and my heart bled watching with my own eyes the sad 
decline of nature in the UK over the years.  I wanted to do something positive to make 
things better in my home county.

What have you done before and since joining?
I enjoy connecting people with what’s going on in the area so I set up the Shrewsbury 
& Telford Family Grapevine in 2004 when my daughter was only tiny and I needed 
to concentrate on her.  She’s now grown up and left home and so I’ve given up the 
Grapevine and needed something new to fill my time. So I signed up to Zero Carbon 
Shropshire and joined the Communications & Engagement Group where I post and 
share interesting stuff to and from ZCS’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
ZeroCarbonShropshire) and Twitter feed (https://twitter.com/ZeroCarbonShro1) and each 
month I put together the ZCS Newsletter that you’re reading right now!

What do you do outside of Zero Carbon Shropshire? 
I’m currently doing up my former childhood home near Burton-on-Trent ready for letting.  Money is tight so I’m doing as 
much of the decorating myself as I can – it’s taking up rather more of my time than I bargained for!  And I’m also involved 
with my local Extinction Rebellion Group.

What do you do to reduce your carbon footprint?
I suppose the biggest thing I’ve done, as part of a household, is to invest in solar panels on the house and a second-hand 
electric car, both of which are a joy, knowing that if I charge up when the sun’s shining I’m getting free travel and I’m 
contributing less to the climate crisis overall.

Have you noticed changes in the natural world since you were younger?
Oh gosh yes.  Everywhere I go I see fewer trees and more concrete, brick and tarmac. I don’t understand why we value 
tidiness over the joyous chaos of LIFE in all its forms, plant and animal. I haven’t seen a hedgehog for literally years, except 
squashed on the road. But it’s not all bad news.  I’ve also noticed more goldfinches around for some reason, and I know 
that the Wildlife Trusts and other conservation organisations are working tirelessly to keep what we have left safe, and 
increase/improve habitats for wildlife.  And I’m cheered by the promise of the re-introduction of the Beaver as a species to 
the British countryside – I believe that given the chance, they will have a huge impact on saving us from flooding in many 
parts of Britain, including Shrewsbury.

What’s the most important thing people can do to reduce their impact on the natural world?
For me, I would say, become familiar with the outdoors. Slow down and let yourself experience the beauty in the trees and 
flowers and wild places around you, and then teach your kids to appreciate it all too by letting them play out in the open 
when they’re little.  And reduce the number of flights you take - aeroplanes produce a LOT of CO2, and put it directly into 
the atmosphere where it does most harm - it’s REALLY bad for the planet!

August Zero Hero - Tina Teearu

SCAP in the Media
In case you missed these, and would like to catch up...
Shropshire Love Nature Festival news https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/environment/2021/08/16/love-nature-plea-
from-festival-organisers/
Radio Shropshire 9 August. Code Red for Humanity - Sue Burrell talks to Jim Hawkins about her personal response to the 
IPCC report. https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09pxx9d 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p09pxxc1 - In depth discussion on Radio Shropshire following the IPCC report 
featuring SCAP’s own Mark Fermor amongst others!

As always, you can keep up with what’s going on on a day-to-day basis via the social media links below.
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