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Exciting funding bid to kick-start retrofit at scale across the Marches

300,000 homes across the Marches are responsible for a significant percentage of region’s carbon emissions. If successful, 
the funding will enable a project titled Building Retrofit Across the Marches that will answer the question SCAP has been 
deliberating since its inception: How will we retrofit at the scale necessary to support a transition to a low carbon society?
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Shropshire Climate Action Partnership (SCAP) are 
supporting the Marches Energy Agency (MEA) on an 
ambitious bid for almost £500,000 of funding from the 
Energy Savings Trust’s Carbon Emissions Reduction Fund 
(CERF), part of the Energy Redress Scheme. 

Working across Shropshire, Herefordshire and Powys, this project 
will create a local business plan for scaling up retrofit that gives 
confidence to householders to invest; delivers net zero carbon 
homes that are warmer, healthier and cheaper to run; creates 
quality, valued jobs and inspires new investment at the scale so 
desperately needed to achieve our zero carbon goals. 

Working in partnership

This will only be achieved by working closely with all those wanting 
to tackle this complex issue — a number of which are already 
part of the project team including; Shropshire Climate Action 
Partnership, Marches Energy Agency, Lightfoot, Severn Wye Energy 
Agency, Herefordshire Green Network, Shropshire Council and 
South Shropshire Climate Action. 

The project will work with local community activists, building 
engineers, architects and the charitable sector as the core 
— growing and sharing local knowledge and strengthening 
independent capacity to act. It will reach out to installers, 
local supply chains, national best practice, FE colleges, finance 
providers, Local Authorities, LEPs, Housing Associations and others 
to engage, inspire, train and upskill. 

Immediate action

At the heart of the project are an initial cohort of 150 
householders who wish to take action now. The project will 
support those 150 people on their retrofit journey whether they 

own their homes or rent, can afford to pay in full, part or will need full support or they are keen DIYers who with technical 
and practical guidance can do their own work.

The lessons learned from problems solved, and knowledge gleaned from each retrofit journey will inform a clear delivery 
plan to scale up future ambition. 

The bid is being submitted by the end of July 2021 and a decision should be made by September 2021. 

“The scale of the challenge ahead of us [retrofitting 300,000 homes across the Marches] is quite frankly mind-blowing. 
But with this funding, the organisations part of the project team have the skills, experience and, perhaps most 
importantly, ambition to tackle the challenge head-on.” Simon Ross, Director, Marches Energy Agency.

Find out more about the MEA at their website: https://mea.org.uk/

https://mea.org.uk/


SCAP in the Media
In this BBC Radio Shropshire interview, Charlotte Hollins talks about Fordhall Farm and their participation in the Shropshire 
Love Nature Festival.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09mvbcd starting at 37 minutes goes on to 47 minutes.
Learn more about a Heat Network proposal for Shrewsbury town centre in the Shropshire Star
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/environment/2021/07/20/heat-network-proposal-for-shrewsbury-town-centre/
You can read about our latest Member Pledger, AICO on their website here: https://www.aico.co.uk/news/aico-sign-the-
zero-carbon-shropshire-pledge/

RSVP is a group of volunteers supported by the National 
Trust, Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Caring for God’s Acre, 
working to restore and enhance Shropshire’s many miles of 
road verges to transform them into strips of species- rich 
wildflower meadows.
We have lost 97% of our wildflower meadows over the past 
100 years and this has had a devastating impact on wildlife. 
The modern management of our verges removes food 
sources for pollinators and destroys fine grasses and flowers. 
RSVP is promoting managing verges as mini hay meadows, 
storing carbon, replenishing the seed bank, saving councils 
money, and  creating habitat and pollen.
Our miles of verges could become crucial corridors for 
biodiversity linking together the remaining meadows, new 
ones being established and other habitats where wildlife can 
thrive.

Restoring Shropshire’s Verges Project (RSVP) joins the Shropshire Love Nature Festival

RSVP is working with Shropshire Council to promote a sustainable and economically viable policy for verge management. 
A pilot project is in progress to see if cuttings from the verges can be used in a local bio-digester to be used in local 
renewable energy generation.  
As part of the Shropshire Love Nature Festival, Janet Cobb, RSVP, will be speaking at Harley Village Hall 18th August at 
18.30, sharing how her village got involved in restoring local verges and green space. Numbers are limited and booking via 
RSVP’s Facebook event page is essential. 
More on Shropshire Love Nature Festival:  https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/shropshire-love-nature

A team of artists has created a new Art Trail exploring the special landscape and history at the Fenn’s, Whixall and 
Bettisfield Mosses National Nature Reserve.  The Art Trail will continue through summer to the end of October 
with sculptures and soundscapes featuring recordings of wildlife, water and trees, poetry, history and memories of 
life on and around the peatbog.

The trail is part of the Mosses and Marshes art project which connects the Marches mosses with another 
internationally significant wetland in the Macquarie Marshes, New South Wales, Australia. The project is led by 
artists Andrew Howe (UK) and Kim V. Goldsmith (AUS), working in partnership with Shropshire Wildlife Trust and 
Natural England.  The sculptures were created by Elizabeth Turner and Keith Ashford.

The project is funded by Arts Council England and also supported by the Marches Mosses BogLIFE Project, which 
is restoring the Mosses, whilst making them accessible to people from all walks of life.  Raised peat mosses are an 
important carbon store, holding more carbon per acre than woodland and also a place of significant biodiversity.

The immersive soundscapes are designed to be experienced by walking in the landscape and listening with 
headphones via smartphone using the Echoes app.  The sounds are triggered by participants as they walk through 
specific locations along the trail. 

The Art Trail is approximately 3 miles long and will take about 2 hours to walk, starting from the Morris Bridge car 
park at Whixall Moss (SJ 493354 SY13 2RT

Further details at https://ofthemosses.com/art-trail/   and  https://themeresandmosses.co.uk 

Art Trail brings sights and sounds to life at the Mosses
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Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the climate 
and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an adequate 

response to the emergency.  Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on our website at  
www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media.

Upcoming Youth Events

Have you seen this month’s Blog on our website entitled “Bring Back the Bees”?
The Calculate Your Carbon Footprint page has been updated with the latest information. Take a look!
If you have an hour or two to spare, we are looking for volunteers to help with our events this summer, and with our 
communications activities too. So if you’d like to get more involved in helping tackle the climate and ecological emergency, 
or you’re looking to gain useful work experience in this field, please take a look at the opportunities on the Can You Help 
Us page of our website.
The Transport Working Group is appealing for consultees for Shropshire’s Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plans 
(LCWIPs) and LTP4.  Please go to this page on the website https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/zcsplan/transport/ and put 
your name down if you’re interested.
A new useful Links page has been added.  If you spot a useful website for anything Sustainability-related, please let us 
know so we can make this an expanding resource. Please email Admin@zerocarbonshropshire.org

What’s New on the Website?

Generation Zero Carbon Shropshire are going on tour this 
summer. They hope to help some of our youngest Salopians 
discover what they can do to reduce the amount of single-
use plastic in our county. When Shropshire Libraries invited 
the team to participate in their events for the National 
Summer Reading Challenge, the group created a workshop 
based around the children’s book, “A Planet Full of Plastic” 
by Neal Layton. After reading and discussing the book with 
the children the team will present related fun quizzes and 
activities. The climate crisis is a source of anxiety for many of 
the youngest generation. One of the aims and values for GZCS 
is to inspire hope and offer practical information on how to 
help. 
To join in you can book your child’s place via the Shropshire 
Libraries website or phone them directly. 
Wem: Sat. 14.8.21 10 am; Shrewsbury: 24.8.21 10 am; Ludlow: 
27.8.21 10 am; Market Drayton: Wed. 25.8.21 11 am. 
If you can’t make it, why not read the book with your little 
ones? It is available at the library. Or take a leaf out the book 
used by the staff at Market Drayton Library! They have all 
engaged in the Plastic Free July event and pledged to use less 
plastic overall.
Another date for your diaries: GZCS Clothes Swap Shop, 
Saturday 11th September in Shrewsbury Quarry as part of the 
Shropshire Love Nature Festival. As well as the swap shop, 
GZCS will have a series of displays which will tell the story of 

how the manufacture of fast fashion depletes the environment through to how people can help to change this by changing 
habits. Using the five R’s they will highlight how to repair clothes, swap and reuse clothes or recycle through charity shops 
such as the Cuan Wildlife Charity shops in order to directly support the wellbeing of wildlife in Shropshire.
Don’t forget to encourage anyone you know who is aged 16 - 30 to sign the Generation Zero Carbon pledge to link in with 
everything we’re doing!  https://zerocarbonshropshire.org/generation-zero-carbon/
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