
MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER

Win Win Situation for Local Community, Shropshire Council 
AND the Environment

Earlier this month, a large (150+ year old) oak tree on Featherbed Lane 
Shrewsbury faced “The Chop” to make way for a proposed new access road for 
Harlescott School.
Planning permission had already been given to take down the tree but as its 
base lies just outside the perimeter fence of the development, the tree had been 
overlooked in most of the planning documentation during the public consultation 
process. Consequently, no-one noticed that it was ear-marked for “removal” and 
so no-one objected until it was almost too late.
On the Friday before the tree was due to be felled, local residents were sent a 
letter apologising for the inconvenience it would cause to traffic while the tree 
came down.
On Monday 22 March a single protestor climbed up and suspended herself from 
a large bough in a desperate direct action to prevent the tree from being taken 
down and two socially-distanced silent protestors stood at the bottom quietly 
holding a banner in front of the tree surgeons’ truck when it arrived. The workers 

could do nothing. Vehicles and passers-by expressed their support throughout - the tree is held in high regard locally and is 
a treasured amenity asset to the town, not to mention its obvious wildlife value and carbon-capture capacity.
A birds nest with eggs in it was found in the tree and since it is illegal to disturb nesting birds, a temporary halt was called 
to the work for the next few days while discussions were held over what to do long term.  Meanwhile a petition set up 
online to save the tree received over 400 signatures within 36 hours.
Finally, on Wednesday 24th the Council released a statement saying that plans were now being redrawn for the entrance 
and the tree could therefore be retained.
By saving the tree the Council’s Climate Emergency Declaration has been upheld and we applaud all involved in finding a 
satisfactory resolution.
https://www.facebook.com/ShropshireStar/posts/10158106665291009
The tree has been saved, but you can still read the outpouring of love for this gorgeous tree on the petition here:      
https://www.change.org/HandsOffT26
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We have had new members joining us both to simply pledge but 
also take on new volunteer roles and we have also found working 
partnerships begin to blossom – most Spring-like and reassuring! 
You can find out more about these projects soon as we begin to roll 
them out. Keep looking for updates on roles we are looking to fill 
during the next few weeks or simply contact us to chat about what 
you can do and where your energies can fit into projects at admin@
zerocarbonshropshire.org
One really complex issue we have been able to resolve has been the 
making of our Independent Critical Assessment or ICA. How can one 
partnership made up of those from, of and for Shropshire all agree 
when it comes to complex, controversial and topical local issues? 

Spring is blossoming here at Zero Carbon Shropshire!

The group that worked on this very tricky issue, ably led by Jane Cullen, was able to forge agreement across the 
partnership. They designed a policy that sees issues addressed and positions stated in a way that is factual and aligned 
with our 2030 net zero carbon goal. 
The publishing of position statements on controversial topics does not automatically imply all partners agree. But all SCAP 
partners recognise that we do need to address these issues in a public and confident manner. Our new ICA process enables 
this to happen.
The first ICA is now currently being worked upon by a specially selected group of experts and is looking at the proposed 
Shrewsbury North West Road, which has been a contentious issue for many years.
Look out for more news in next month’s newsletter or see our regular emails calling for your help throughout the month.
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Shropshire Climate Action Partnership is co-ordinating a collaborative Shropshire-wide community response to the 
climate and ecological crisis and overseeing the creation of a Zero Carbon Shropshire Plan (ZCSP) that provides an 
adequate response to the emergency.  Please help us by encouraging your friends and family to sign the Pledge on 

our website at  www.zerocarbonshropshire.org and connecting with us on social media

Two important Climate Emergency resolutions were passed unanimously by Wellington Town Council on 
March 9th.
Firstly Wellington will now pledge as a Council to Zero Carbon Shropshire and individual councillors are of 
course encouraged to pledge also.
Secondly, Wellington has resolved to work towards Plastic Free Community status as part of the Surfers 
Against Sewage Community Leader programme.
See https://www.sas.org.uk
Cllr Anthony Lowe, Chair of the Wellington Town Council Climate Emergency Working Group said that 
"These 2 essential steps are of course just starting points. We are aware that we now have a big task ahead 
of us to build community involvement, recruit climate change champions and set up a steering group.
Wellington declared a Climate Emergency in August 2020 and yet we are only now starting to move for-
ward. 
Once out of lockdown, our working group will be out talking to traders and businesses about what actions 
they can take to help green up our town.
We are being guided by Sustainable Telford and Wrekin and the Shropshire Climate Action Partnership"

Wellington Town Council Passes Important Climate Emergency Resolutions

On the 2nd March, Sue Burnell represented SCAP on a panel 
at the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) webinar. A 

successful panel conversation was backed up by sessions in 
breakout rooms. Commonality was found facing pressures and 

the conversation can be found at: 

Our friends at CREST are working hard to 
bring to you lots of online events that are 

of interest to SCAP/ZCS members:

Wednesday 31st March
PLASTICS netWORK: 

Rethinking Plastic Packaging

Wednesday 28th April
Water and the Environment:

Smart Rural 5

More details can be found on their 
website

http://crestatucs.com/events/

All events are free and open to all.

What is an IPU, and what does 
it have to do with Shropshire?

 Jack Rennie discusses how 
Shropshire has an ever-

growing number of these 
Intensive Poultry Units and 

the implications they have for 
our water, biodiversity and 

farming...
https://zerocarbonshropshire.

org/2021/03/whats-an-ipu-
and-what-does-it-have-to-do-

with-shropshire/
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OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

https://cat.org.uk/past-webinars/zero-carbon-counties-a-conversation/
In conversation with Sue were Mark Chivers (Zero Carbon Dorset), Alison Stuart (Aberdeen Climate Action) 

and Kevin Frea (Lancaster City Council).
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